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GILSUM ZONING ORDINANCE 
 
 
An ordinance to promote the hea lth ,  safety ,  morals ,  convenience and general  wel fare of  the 
community by regu lat ing the use and construct ion of  bui ld ings and premises in the Town of  
Gi l sum,  New Hampshire .  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A R T I C L E  I  –  P R E A M B L E  
 
 
In  pursuance of  authority conferred by New Hampshire Revised Statutes Annotated (RSA) ,  
and for the purpose of  promot ing the health ,  safety ,  morals ,  prosperi ty ,  convenience or 
general  wel fare ,  as  wel l  as  e f f ic iency and economy in  the process of  development of  the 
incorporated Town of  Gi l sum,  New Hampshire ,  by securing sa fety from f i re ,  panic  and other  
dangers ,  providing adequate areas between bui ld ings and var ious r ights  of  way,  by preserv ing 
the rura l  charm now attached to our town, the promotion of  good civ ic  design and 
arrangements ,  wise and ef f ic ient  expenditure of  publ ic  funds ,  and the adequate provis ion of  
publ ic  ut i l i t ies  and other publ ic  requirements ,  and by other means ,  now therefore the 
fol lowing Ordinance i s  hereby enacted by the voters of  the Town of  Gi l sum,  New 
Hampshire,  in  of f ic ia l  meet ing convened.  
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A R T I C L E  I I  –  G E N E R A L  P R O V I S I O N S  

 
 
A. INTENT.  I t  i s  the intent of  th is  Ordinance that  there be only one princ ipal  use per 

lot .   
 
 
B. JUNK YARDS .   No junk yard or p lace for storage of  d iscarded machinery,  or other 

scrap mater ia l s  sha l l  be mainta ined in  any distr ict ,  except Motor Vehic le junk yards 
which may be permitted as per RSA 236:112-129.   The junkyard operator must  
secure year ly  permits as  required by RSA 236:122.   Th is  permit  sha l l  be in 
accordance with the State Laws of  New Hampshire .  

 
 
C. DILAPIDATED BUILDINGS .   No owner or occupant of  land in any d istr ict  shal l  

permit  d i lap idated bui ld ings ,  bui ld ings damaged by f i re or other catastrophe to 
remain ,  but must  remove,  repair  or replace such bui ld ing ,  br ing ing i t  into conformity 
with a l l  then ex ist ing federa l ,  state and loca l  laws with in  one year .  

 
 
D .  Any uses that  may be obnoxious or in jur ious by reason of  the product ion or emiss ion 

of  odor ,  dust ,  smoke,  refuse matter ,  fumes,  noise ,  v ibrat ions,  or s imi lar  condit ions ,  
or that  are dangerous to the comfort ,  peace,  enjoyment ,  heal th ,  or sa fety of  the 
community or lending to i ts  d isturbance or annoyance are prohib ited in  any d istr ict .  

 
 
E. SEWAGE DISPOSAL .   Al l  sewage disposal  shal l  be approved by the State of  New 

Hampshire ,  Water Supply and Pol lut ion Control  Div is ion ,  before any new 
construct ion,  or addit ions ,  expansion or change of  use of  ex ist ing bui ld ing(s) .  

 
 

F.  DRIVEWAYS.   No dr iveway shal l  be constructed without f irst  obtain ing a dr iveway 
permit from the Board of  Selectmen i f  on a town road,  or from the State of  New 
Hampshire i f  on a state road.  

 
 
G. BUILDING PARAMETERS:  
 
 1 .  The minimum area for pr imary  dwel l ing un its  sha l l  be 700 square feet  per 

unit .  
  

2 .  No bu i ld ing sha l l  exceed 35 feet  in he ight .  
 

 
H. MOBILE HOMES are permitted only  in  the Rura l  Res ident ia l  Distr ict  and must 

meet  a l l  the requirements of  convent ional  housing .   Th is  inc ludes ,  but  i s  not  l imited 
to,  the fol lowing:  

 
 
 1 .  Must  be p laced on a permanent  foundat ion with wheels  and ax les removed.  
 

2 .  No mobi le home may be brought  into the Town of  Gi l sum unless i t  meets ,  at  
a  minimum, the most  recent  standards of  the federal  Department of  Hous ing 
and Urban Development .  
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I .  HOME OCCUPATIONS :   A home occupat ion wi l l  be permitted in  a l l  d i str icts  i f  i t  

conforms to a l l  of  the fo l lowing condit ions :  (Added March 12,  1996) 
 
 1 .  I t  sha l l  be carr ied out only  by res idents of  the premises and involve only a 

service provided or product  produced by those res idents .  
 
 

 2 .  I t  sha l l  be operated ent ire ly  with in  a  pr incipal  dwel l ing uni t  and/or accessory 
structure .  

 
 
 3 .  I t  shal l  be c lear ly secondary and incidental  to the use of  the premises as  a  

res idence and wi l l  not a l ter the general  character of  the neighborhood or 
reduce the va lue of  any surrounding property .  

 
 
 4 .  I t  sha l l  result  in  no external  ev idence of  the enterpr ise ,  except  for a s ign not 

to exceed 2’  x  2 .5 ’  in  s ize ,  and shal l  not  have an adverse ef fect  on the 
environment or the surrounding propert ies as a result  of  noise ,  odors ,  smoke,  
dust ,  l i ghts ,  soi l ,  water or a ir  pol lut ion,  increases in  tra f f i c  or in  parking 
requirements ,  or as a  resul t  of  other nuisances .  

 
 
J .  HOME-BASED BUSINESS :   A Home-Based Business i s  permitted by Specia l  

Except ion of  the Board of  Adjustment ,  subject  to the provis ions of  Art ic le  VI I ,  F  & G.   
(Added March 12,  1996) 

 
 
K. ACCESSORY APARTMENTS:  To implement recommendat ions conta ined with in 

the Populat ion & Housing sect ion of  the Master Plan ,  provis ions are hereby adopted 
that  are intended to provide housing opportunit ies for e lder ly and/or handicapped 
persons who need ass istance in  da i ly  l iv ing .   One  accessory apartment i s  a l lowed per 
s ingle fami ly  dwel l ing by Specia l  Except ion in  a l l  d i str icts ,  subject  to the condit ions 
of  Art ic le VI I ,  F .  & H.   

 
 
L. CONSERVATION SUBDIVISIONS: The Planning Board may waive the legal  

requirement for road frontage and/or lot s ize in  cases where a  subdiv is ion i s  
proposed for the sole purpose of  grant ing conservat ion easements ,  forest  
management ,  or p lac ing any such other protect ive controls  on the land,  i f :  

 
 the Board’s  opin ion i s  that  meet ing the requirements would not  be in conf l ict  

with the purposes of  conservat ion;  
 

 no development1 of  any k ind is  proposed for the land;  and 
 

 the Gi lsum Conservat ion Commiss ion has rev iewed the proposal  and 
recommended approval  to the Planning Board.  

                                                 
1 Development, as it pertains to this paragraph, means no buildings or structures of any kind, whether 
permanent or temporary, and no activity that would change the land from its natural state except for 
customary forestry practices. 
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M.  WIRELESS TELECOMMUNICATIONS FACILITIES:  Wire less 

Telecommunicat ions Fac i l i t ies  are permitted by Specia l  Except ion in  a l l  d istr icts  
provided they can be camouf laged,  h idden or d isgu ised,  and subject  to the provis ions 
of  Art ic le VI I ,  H,  and S ite P lan Review by the P lanning Board.   (Amended March 13,  
2001)  

 
N. All  uses other than s ingle and two-fami ly dwel l ings and their  accessory uses require  

S i te P lan Review by the P lanning Board.  
 
 
O.  AGRICULTURAL USES:   Pursuant  to RSA 674:32-a ,  b  & c ,  agr icu ltura l  uses sha l l  

be permitted in a l l  d i str icts ,  subject to compl iance with a l l  appl icable Best 
Management Pract ices for Agricu l ture and s i te p lan review by the Planning Board.  

 
 
P.  RECREATIONAL VEHICLES: 
 

1 .  Recreat ional  vehic les  may be used for their def ined purpose on a vacant  or 
occupied lot  for up to one month in  any calendar year ,  provided that  adequate 
provis ions are made for water supply and sewage disposa l .  

 
2 .  One recreat ional  vehic le  may be stored on a lot  provided i t  has a  va l id  

registrat ion and inspect ion st icker.  
 
3 .  Recreat ional  vehic les may not  be used for storage or as a dwel l ing un it ,  except  as 

noted in  Paragraph 1 above.  
 
 

Q.  BOX TRAILERS: 
 

1.  When used for temporary construct ion, box tra i lers are a l lowed at  the 
construct ion s i te  for up to one year .   Any extension of  th is  t ime period is  only  by 
permit  of  the Selectmen.  

 
2 .  Under no c ircumstances are box tra i lers  to be stored or used for permanent 

storage on any lot .  
 
 
R. LOTS DIVIDED BY ZONING BOUNDARY:   Where a distr ict  boundary l ine 

d iv ides a  lot  of  record at  the t ime such distr ict  boundary l ine i s  establ i shed,  the 
regulat ions for e i ther d istr ict  of  such lot  may extend up to 50 feet  into the other 
d istr ict ,  provided the lot  has frontage on a street  in the distr ict  which i s  being 
extended.  
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A R T I C L E  I I I  -  D I S T R I C T S  
 
 
 
 
For the purpose of  th is  ordinance the Town of  Gi l sum is  d iv ided into distr icts  as fo l lows:  
 

A.  Vi l lage Distr ict  
 

B .  Rural  Resident ia l  Distr ict  
 

C.  Industr ia l /Commercia l  Distr ict  
 

D.  Highway Distr ict  
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A. VILLAGE DISTRICT :   The purpose of  th is  d istr ict  i s  to preserve an h istor ic 
compact  v i l l age development pattern that  enhances economic and socia l  v i ta l i ty .  
Within th is d istr ict  permitted uses may be co- located on one lot  or in one bui ld ing ,  
subject  to appl icable  S i te  P lan Review procedures.   In  the Vi l lage Distr ict ,  bui ld ings 
or premises may be erected,  p laced,  a l tered or used and land may be used for the 
fol lowing purposes only ,  and in  accordance with the fol lowing provis ions :   (Amended 
March 12,  1996 & March 8 ,  2005) 

 
1 .  Single  fami ly  and two-fami ly  dwel l ings .  

 
2.  Convers ion of  s ingle fami ly  homes to a two-fami ly  dwel l ing by Specia l  Except ion 

of  the Board of  Adjustment ,  subject  to the condit ions of  Art ic le VI I .  E .  
 

3 .  Permitted COMMERCIAL/BUSINESS USES in  the Vi l l age Res ident ia l  Distr ict :  
 

a .  Genera l  Retai l  Establ i shments  typ ica l  o f  commerce assoc iated with smal l  
New England v i l l ages .  

b .  Banks,  Business and Profess ional  Of f ices 

c .  Consumer/Personal  Serv ices 

d .  Bed & Breakfast  Establ ishments 

e .  Restaurants or other eat ing p laces,  excluding e i ther dr ive-thru or fast-
food estab l ishments and taverns .  

 
4 .  Lot and Yard Requirements :  
 

a .  min imum s ize sha l l  be one (1)  acre;  
b .  f ront  setback shal l  be 30 feet ;  
c .  s ide and rear setbacks shal l  be 20 feet ;  

  d .  the lot  sha l l  have a minimum of  175 feet  of  frontage.  
 

5.  Grandfathered Lots  (Added March 12,  2002) 
 

1 .  All  lots of  record and structures that do not meet the requirements of  
Paragraph #4 above sha l l  be deemed to be conforming for a l l  permitted uses 
in  the Distr ict .  

 
2 .  Lots  that  do not meet the requirements of  Paragraph #4 above may be 

a l tered,  provided that :   
 

a .  the a l terat ion does not render the lot  proport ional ly  less adequate;  and 
b .  the proposed lot  i s  cons istent  overa l l  with other lots  in  the Distr ict  

 
6 .  The Vi l l age Distr ict  shal l  be bound as fol lows:    

 
Route #10,  beg inn ing at  the south s ide of  the  Vessel  Rock Road/White Brook 
Road junct ion extending north to Old Su l l i van Road;  Memoria l  St . ,  Church St . ,  
Tannery St . ,  High St . ,  wester ly  s ide of  Main St . ,  easter ly s ide of  Main St .  to 
the western bank of  the Ashuelot  River  where Mi l l  Brook crosses Banks Road.   
The Zone shal l  inc lude a l l  l and with in  300 feet from the centerl ine of  sa id 
road in each direct ion.  
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B. RURAL RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT :  In  the Rural  Resident ia l  Distr ict ,  bui ld ings or 
premises may be erected,  p laced,  a l tered or used and land may be used for the 
fol lowing purposes only ,  and in  accordance with the fol lowing provis ions :    (Amended 
March 12,  1996 and March 13,  2001) 
 
1.  Single  fami ly  and two-fami ly  dwel l ings .   

 
2.  Congregate Housing for the E lder ly .  

 
3 .  Earth Excavat ions 

 
4.  Physica l  Parameters of  Lot :  

 
  a .  min imum lot  s ize sha l l  be two (2)  acres ;  

  b .  f ront  setback shal l  be 50 feet ;  

  c .  s ide and rear setbacks shal l  be 20 feet ;  

d .  the lot  sha l l  have a minimum of  175 feet  of  frontage.  

    
 5 .  The Rural  Resident ia l  Distr ict  shal l  inc lude a l l  areas of  Gi l sum that are not 

des ignated to be in  another zone as ident i f ied by th is  ordinance.  
 
 
C. INDUSTRIAL/COMMERCIAL ZONE 
 
 1 .  Physica l  Parameters of  Lot :  
 
  a .  min imum s ize sha l l  be two (2) acres ;  

  b .  f ront  setback shal l  be 50 feet ;  

  c .  s ide and rear setbacks shal l  be 20 feet ;  

  d .  road frontage sha l l  be at  least  175 feet .  

e .  Adequate and safe of f -street  loading and unloading areas are to be 
provided.  

 
2 .  The parce l  bounded and descr ibed as  fo l lows shal l  be the Industr ia l  Zone:  

 
 a .  A tract  of  land now contain ing the Blackstock-Houghton Company,  

commencing at  the south s ide of  the Ashuelot  River Br idge on Route 
10 at  the north end of  Gi l sum Vi l lage,  thence south and west  on the 
south bank of  the Ashuelot  River to the Sul l ivan-Gi l sum Town Line,  
thence easter ly  on sa id town l ine 225 feet ,  thence norther ly 488 feet  
to the Old Sul l ivan Road,  thence west  on the Old Sul l i van road and 
Route 10 to the point  of  the beginning.  

 
 b .  A tract  of  land on the summit  of  the Mine Road on Alstead Hi l l ,  

commencing at  the south end of  a north-south stone wal l ,  and going 
north on sa id stone wal l  by the Mine Road for a  d istance of  300 feet ,  
more or less ,  to a stake.   Sa id tract  wi l l  have a depth,  east  of  the Mine 
Road,  of  200 feet .  
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D. HIGHWAY DISTRICT  (Added March 12,  1996 & Amended March 8 ,  2005)  
 

The purpose of  the Highway Distr ict  i s  to permit  commercia l  uses in  Gi l sum without 
d isturb ing the rura l  qual i ty  of  the town and creat ing undue tra f f ic  problems on town 
roads.   The intent of  th is  d istr ict  i s  to  channel  commercia l  act iv i ty onto the main 
transportat ion corridor of  the town,  which i s  better su ited to th is  type of  
development than are the town roads .   With in  th is  d istr ict  permitted uses may be 
co- located on one lot or in  one bui ld ing,  subject  to appl icable S i te  P lan Rev iew 
procedures.    
 

 1 .  Permitted Uses.   Within  the Highway Distr ict  bui ld ings or structures may be 
erected,  p laced,  a l tered or used and land may be used for the fo l lowing 
purposes only ,  and in  accordance with the fol lowing provis ions :  

a .  All  pr inc ipal  uses permitted in  the Vi l l age Distr ict  

b .  Wholesale  Establ i shments  

c .  Automobi le or Equipment Sa les & Serv ice 

d .  Light Industr ia l  Uses 

e .  Sel f -storage Fac i l i t ies  

f .  Publ i sh ing,  Pr int ing ,  Bookbinding 

g .  Gasol ine Stat ion,  Repair  Garage 

h .  Nursing Homes,  Health  Care Fac i l i t ies ,  Congregate Housing for the 
Elder ly  

i .  Earth Excavat ion Operat ions 
 
 2.  Physica l  Parameter of  Lot :  
 

a .  The minimum lot  s ize shal l  be two (2)  acres .  
b .  The lot  sha l l  have a  minimum of  200 feet  of  frontage.  

 
 3 .  Yard Requirements:  
 
 a .  No structure or parking area sha l l  be located c loser than 50 feet  f rom 

the edge of  the highway r ight-of-way,  nor c loser than 20 feet f rom s ide 
and rear property l ines .  

 
 b .  Where a new non-res ident ia l  use abuts a property with an exist ing 

res ident ia l  use,  the s ide and rear setbacks sha l l  be 35 feet .   Twenty 
(20) feet  of  th is  setback area ,  as  measured inward from the property 
l ine ,  sha l l  be mainta ined as a  vegetat ive buf fer  str ip  or v i sual  screen,  as  
approved by the P lann ing Board during S i te P lan Review.  Within  th is  
buf fer str ip  there wi l l  be no parking or storage areas ,  dr iveways,  s igns ,  
l i ght ing f ixtures,  or pr incipal  or accessory structures.  

 
 4 .  The amount of  lot  coverage,  consist ing of  a l l  bui ld ings ,  structures and park ing 

fac i l i t ies ,  sha l l  be no more than 50% of  the tota l  lot  s ize .  
 

5.  The Distr ict  encompasses a l l  l and on both s ides of  Route 10 that  has both 
frontage and access from Route 10,  measured inward from the Highway r ight-
of-way to a d istance of  1 ,000 feet ,  excluding the Vi l l age Res ident ia l  Distr ict .   
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A R T I C L E  I V  -  S I G N S   
 

ADOPTED MARCH 11, 2003 
 

 
A. PURPOSE  
 
  The purpose of  th is  sect ion is  to ensure that the needs of  businesses and indiv iduals 

to communicate with the publ ic  are ba lanced aga inst  the respons ib i l i ty  of  the Town 
to ensure that  s igns and associated l i ght ing  do not interfere with sa fe and ef f ic ient 
movement of  tra f f i c .   Restr ict ions on type,  locat ion and s ize of  s igns protect  the 
publ ic  from hazardous and distract ing d isp lays and create an attract ive environment 
that  i s  conducive to business ,  industry ,  and tour ism.  

 
 
B.  APPLICABILITY 
 

1 .  The provis ions of  th is  sect ion apply  to any new s igns for commercia l ,  
industr ia l  and governmenta l  uses,  such as stores,  profess ional  and medical  
of f ices ,  home occupat ions ,  manufactur ing operat ions,  and any other permitted 
uses.    

 
2 .  S igns lega l ly  exist ing as of  the adopt ion of  th is  sect ion are exempted from the 

provis ions of  th is  sect ion.   Nonconforming s igns are a l lowed to be repaired,  
mainta ined,  and/or replaced with new mater ia ls  provided the use or locat ions 
do not conf l ict  with these provis ions.   Any s ign proposed to be moved,  
replaced,  expanded or structural ly  a l tered shal l  be cons idered a new s ign and 
must  conform to the provis ions of  th is  sect ion.  

 
 

C. PERMITS  
 

1 .  A permit  from the Selectmen or their  designee is  required before any new 
s ign can be erected or p laced in  Gi l sum,  according to the permit  appl icat ion 
procedure as set  forth in  Paragraph H.    

 
2 .  Certa in  s igns do not  require a permit ,  but  are nevertheless sub ject  to the 

provis ions of  th is  sect ion,  as  descr ibed in  Paragraphs D and E.  
 
 

D. GENERAL PROVISIONS  
 

1 .  No s ign sha l l  be located so that i t  creates a  traf f i c  hazard.   No private ly  
owned s ign may be located in the r ight-of -way area of  any street  or road.  

 
2 .  Any s ign that  advert ises or ident i f ies  products ,  businesses ,  serv ices or 

act iv i t ies  which are no longer sold or ava i lable at  the premises shal l  be 
removed with in  60 days a f ter not ice by the Selectmen.  

 
3 .  Al l  s igns should be of  profess iona l  qual i ty  and  must be constructed of  good 

materia l ,  neat ly  lettered,  and mainta ined in  good condit ion and repair .  
 
4 .  Al l  temporary s igns sha l l  be removed promptly  af ter  the purpose for which 

the s ign was erected has concluded.   Temporary s igns may not be i l luminated.  
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E. SIGNS NOT REQUIRING A PERMIT  
 
 1.  Premises Ident i f icat ion S ign ,  not  to exceed 10 square feet .  
 
 2 .  Temporary construct ion and real  estate s igns (e .g . ,  “FOR SALE” or “FOR 

RENT”) ;  s igns advert is ing educat ional ,  char i table ,  or publ ic  events ;  and 
pol i t ica l  s igns ,  not  to exceed 6 square feet .  

 
 3 .  Temporary s igns advert is ing garage/tag sa les ,  not to exceed 4 square feet .  
 
 4 .  Traf f ic  control  s igns on private property .  
 
 5 .  S igns on serv ice stat ion fuel  pumps ident i fy ing the name and type of  fuel  and 

price thereof .  
 
 6 .  Window signs,  provided that  the ir aggregate d isp lay surface does not cover 

more than 50% of  the window or door on which they are p laced.  
 

7 .  Direct iona l  S igns .  
 
 8 .  S igns not i fy ing that  property i s  posted aga inst  trespass ing ,  hunt ing ,  etc .  
 

9 .  Government Signs.  
 
10.  Signs required by governmental  agencies .  

 
 
F. SIGNS PROHIBITED IN ALL DISTRICTS  
 
 1.  Advert is ing Bi l lboards .  
 
 2 .  S igns on ut i l i ty  poles ,  trees ,  and fences .  
 
 3 .  Roof s igns .  
 
 4 .  Internal ly- i l luminated s igns .  
 
 5 .  Portable s igns .  
 
 6.  Any s ign that  obstructs  free ingress to or egress from a f i re escape,  door,  

window or other required exi t .  
 
 7 .  Any f l ash ing ,  moving or an imated s igns ,  or any s igns cons ist ing of  pennants,  

r ibbons,  or streamers .    
 
 8 .  Pennants ,  banners ,  sp inners and streamers or ba l loons.  
 

a .  Pennants ,  etc .  that advert ise grand openings are exempted,  by a permit  
that  speci f ies  the t ime per iod for the specia l  occas ion use.  

  
  b.  Banners conta in ing the word “Open” are exempted,  shal l  be no greater 

than 15 square feet  in  s ize ,  and may be disp layed only  dur ing bus iness 
hours.  
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G. REQUIREMENTS FOR SIGNS SUBJECT TO PERMIT APPLICATION  
 
 I .  Standards  
 

1 .  L ighted S igns :  
 

  a .  External ly  l i ghted s igns only  are permitted,  and must  be 
sh ie lded .   The direct ion of  l ight ing shal l  be direct ly  focused on 
the s ign and sha l l  not leave the property nor a f fect  the sa fe 
v i s ion of  operators of  vehic les  moving within  the premises or 
on any ad jacent street .  

 
 b .  S igns may only be l i ghted between the hours of  7 :00 AM and 

11:00 PM,  or dur ing hours of  operat ion.    
 
 2 .  Wal l  s igns  shal l  not  (a)  extend above the top of  the wal l  on which they 

are mounted,  (b)  project  more than 10 inches from the wal l ,  (c)  
extend beyond the le f t  and r ight  extremit ies of  the wal l .  

 
 3 .  Project ing s igns sha l l  not (a)  project more than 5 feet beyond the 

structure to which they are attached in  the d irect ion of  the street ,  (b)  
be c loser than 2 feet  to the face of  the street  curb ,  (c)  be less than 8 
feet  above grade leve l ,  (d)  have a vert ica l  d imension greater than 6 
feet .  

 
 4 .  Of f -Premise s igns are only a l lowed when the use being advert ised is  

not  v i s ib le f rom the premises on which the s ign i s  proposed to be 
p laced.   Of f -premise s igns shal l  not exceed 6 square feet in  area,  nor  
be i l luminated,  nor obstruct  v iews or create any tra f f ic  hazard.  

 
I I .  Number and Dimensional Requirements  

 
1 .  Al lowable number of  s igns per lot :  
 

 a .  For Indiv idua l  Establ i shments ,  one (1)  freestanding s ign and one 
(1)  bu i ld ing s ign per lot  except  when a premise i s  located on a 
corner lot  and has publ ic  entrances on more than one publ ic 
way,  one (1)  addit ional  s ign may be erected.  

 
 b .  For Mult ip le-Use Establ i shments ,  one common directory s ign on 

the lot  not to exceed 20 square feet ,  and one bui ld ing s ign per 
establ ishment except when a premise i s  located on a  corner lot 
and has publ ic  entrances on more than one publ ic  way,  one (1)  
addit ional  s ign may be erected .  

 
 2.  No s ign sha l l  be located c loser than 15 feet to any s ide or rear 

property l ine .  
 
  3 .  The total  square footages set  forth in  Table 1 for each distr ict  shal l  be 

considered the maximum al lowable area for s igns on each lot  (except 
when a common directory s ign i s  used) .   

 
   a .  Height  i s  measured from grade leve l  to the h ighest  part  of  the 

structure .  
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   b .  The square footage as read in  the fol lowing table i s  to be 
considered a maximum a l lowable ;  for example,  a  property could 
have the two s igns equal ing the total  a l lowed for the d istr ict ,  
but  i f  only one s ign were used,  i t  must  be no larger than the 
tab le speci f ies .  

 
c .  For double-s ided s igns ,  square footage i s  measured on only  one 

s ide of  the s ign .  
 

TABLE 1:  
SIZE AND HEIGHT REQUIREMENTS FOR SIGNS BY ZONING DISTRICT  

 

FREESTANDING SIGN  
ZONING DISTRICT SQUARE FOOTAGE HEIGHT 

BUILDING SIGN 
SQUARE FOOTAGE 

TOTAL 
PERMITTED 
SQ. FEET 

VILLAGE  12 sq.ft 10 feet 18 sq.ft. 30 

RURAL RESIDENTIAL  6 sq.ft 6 feet 6 sq.ft. 12 

HIGHWAY  16 sq.ft 10 feet 20 sq.ft. 36 

INDUSTRIAL/COMMERCIAL  16 sq.ft. 10 feet 20 sq.ft. 36 

In all districts, signs for home occupations and home-based businesses are permitted, but may not exceed 2’ x 2.5’.   
 
H. PERMIT APPLICATION PROCEDURE  

 
Al l  appl icat ions for s igns sha l l  be submitted on forms provided by the Se lectmen,  and 
sha l l  contain  at  a  minimum, the fol lowing in format ion.  
 

 1 .  The locat ion of  the proposed s ign ,  by street  name,  tax map and lot  number .  
 
 2 .  The name and address of  the s ign owner and the owner of  the premises where 

the s ign is  proposed to be located,  i f  other than the s ign owner.  
 
 3 .  A drawing showing the proposed construct ion,  method of  insta l l at ion or 

support ,  colors ,  d imensions ,  locat ion of  the s ign on the s i te ,  and method of  
i l luminat ion,  i f  any.  

 
 4 .  The Selectmen,  or the ir  des ignee,  shal l  review the appl icat ion and render a 

wri tten decis ion with in  14 days of  receipt  of  the appl icat ion.  
 
 5 .  In  the case of  a  permit  denia l ,  the app l icant  may appeal  to the Board of  

Adjustment .  
 
I .  DEFINITIONS  
 

1 .  Animated Sign :   A s ign that  uses movement or change of  l ight ing to depict  act ion 
or create a  specia l  e f fect  or scene.  

 
2 .  Banner :   A s ign of  l i ghtweight  fabr ic  or s imi lar materia l  that  i s  permanent ly mounted 

to a pole or a  bui ld ing by a  permanent frame at  one or more edges .  
 
3 .  Building Sign :   A s ign attached to any part  of  a  bui ld ing ,  as  contrasted to a 

freestanding s ign ;  i t  may be e ither a wal l  or project ing s ign.  
 
4 .  Directional  Sign :   A s ign that  d irects the travel ing publ ic  to speci f i c  bui ld ings or 

locat ions.  
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5.  Freestanding Sign :   A s ign not attached in any way to any part of  a bui ld ing ,  which 
i s  f reestanding on a pole ,  on the ground,  or on a permanent structure designed to 
support  the s ign .  

 
6 .  Government Sign:  A s ign erected and mainta ined by the Town of  Gi l sum,  the State 

of  New Hampshire or the Federa l  Government on any land,  bu i ld ing ,  or structure 
used by such agencies for publ ic  health  and safety purposes .  

 
7 .  I l luminated Sign :   A s ign that  has character ,  let ters ,  f i gures ,  des igns ,  or out l ines 

i l luminated by e lectr ic  l i ghts  or luminous tubes with these l i ght ’ s  sources being 
e i ther internal  or external .  

 
8 .  Incidental  Sign :   A s ign ,  genera l ly  in format ional ,  that  has a purpose secondary to 

the use of  the lot  on which i t  i s  located,  such as “no parking ,”  “entrance”,  “no 
trespass ing ,”  etc .  

 
9 .  Pennant :   Any l i ghtweight  p last ic ,  fabr ic ,  or other mater ia l ,  whether or not 

conta in ing a message of  any k ind,  suspended from a rope,  wire or str ing,  usual ly in  
ser ies ,  designed to move in  the wind.  

 
10.  Political  Sign :   A s ign that  advert ises  or promotes a  pol i t ica l  organizat ion,  a 

pol i t ica l  i ssue,  or the candidacy of  any indiv idual  for an e lected loca l ,  county ,  state ,  
or nat ional  of f ice .  

 
11.  Portable Sign :   A s ign not  permanent ly  attached to the ground or other permanent 

structure,  or a  s ign designed to be transported,  inc luding but  not  l imited to:   s igns 
converted to A- or T- frames;  menu and sandwich board s igns;  bal loons used as s igns ;  
and vehic les parked and v is ib le from the publ ic  r ight-of-way that  are used for 
advert is ing purposes .  

 
12.  Premises Identif ication Sign :   A s ign that ident i f ies  a  bui ld ing by name and/or 

number.  
 
13.  Projecting Sign:   A s ign that  projects  from, and i s  supported by ,  a  wal l ,  porch or 

any other part  of  a  bui ld ing .  
 
14.  Sign :   Any structure or object  that  i s  used to ident i fy ,  advert ise or attract  attent ion 

to any p lace,  enterprise ,  profess ion or act iv i ty and which is  intended to be seen from 
the of f  the premises or from a parking area .  

 
15.  Sign Area :   The total  area of  the s ign face,  inc luding any framing surrounding the 

s ign face.   The area of  the supports ,  posts ,  poles and braces or other support ing 
structure shal l  not  be included as  part  of  the s ign area.   On dua l- faced s igns only  the 
area of  one s ign face (the largest  face)  sha l l  be used in  ca lcu lat ing the total  s ign area.   
When indiv idual  letters are mounted separate ly  on the surface of  a  bui ld ing wal l ,  the 
spaces between the letters sha l l  be inc luded in ca lcu lat ing the area of  the s ign .   
When s igns are constructed of  separate parts ,  such as  separate boards attached to a 
post  or hung together by hooks,  the space between the boards sha l l  be inc luded in 
ca lcu lat ing the total  s ign area .  

 
16.  Temporary Signs :   S igns that  are permitted for short-term use,  such as specia l  

events ,  etc . ,  and are required to be removed as soon as the occas ion necess i tat ing 
the s ign is  concluded.  

 
17.  Wall Sign:   A s ign that  i s  attached direct ly  to,  or painted on,  a  bui ld ing wal l .  
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A R T I C L E  V  -  P A R K I N G  
 
 
The fol lowing are min imums for var ious types of  occupat ions (parking space per enclosed 
bui ld ing area) .  

 
  Restaurant         -  one per 100 square feet 
 
  Of f ices    -  one per 200 square feet  
 
  Manufactur ing   -  one per 1 ,000 square feet  
 
  Warehouses   -  one per 3 ,000 square feet  
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A R T I C L E  V I  –  N O N C O N F O R M I N G  P R E - E X I S T I N G  U S E S  
(Amended March 12,  1996) 

 
 
Any lawful  use of  land or bui ld ings or parts thereof  at  the t ime of  the adopt ion of  th is  
ordinance may be cont inued indef in i te ly ,  a l though such use does not conform to the 
provis ions of  th is  ordinance,  subject  to the condit ions l i sted below.  
 
 
A. Non-Conforming Uses 
 
 1 .  When any ex ist ing non-conforming use of  land or bui ld ings has been 

d iscont inued for one year,  the land and bui ld ings sha l l  thereafter be used only 
in  conformity with th is  ordinance.  

 
 
 2 .  A non-conforming use may not  be changed to another non-conforming use.   I f  

a  non- conforming use i s  superseded by a  conforming use,  the non-conforming 
use may not thereafter be resumed.  

 
 

 3 .  A non-conforming use may not  be substant ia l ly  expanded or enlarged;  natura l  
but  l imited,  expansion may be a l lowed under some circumstances.  

 
 
B. Non-Conforming Structures 
 
 1 .  When any non-conforming structure has been destroyed or damaged by f i re 

or other casua l ty ,  i t  may be rebui l t  or replaced to be used for the same 
purpose as the one prior to the casualty ,  provided that  the cubic contents of  
the or ig ina l  structure are not exceeded,  and that  i t  occur with in  12 months of  
the casualty .  

 
 
 2 .  A non-conforming structure may be a l tered or expanded by Specia l  Except ion,  

provided that  the a l terat ion or expansion does not encroach any more into 
the non-conforming d irect ion than the exist ing structure.   Expans ion in a 
conforming direct ion i s  permitted.  

 
 
C. Non-Conforming Lots of Record (Grandfather Clause) 
 

In  any distr ict ,  a  vacant  lot  which was a  lawful  lot  of  record as  of  the ef fect ive date 
of  th is  ordinance may be developed for the uses permitted in  that d istr ict ,  even 
though the lot  does not  conform to the area or frontage2 requirements of  th is  
ordinance.   The appl icab le d istr ict  requirements for yard setbacks and state sept ic 
system requirements sha l l  st i l l  app ly .  

 

 

                                                 
2 Meaning that the lot does not have the specified distance (e.g., 200 feet) of legal frontage. 
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A R T I C L E  V I I  –  B O A R D  O F  A D J U S T M E N T  
 
 
A. CREATION :   A Board of  Adjustment i s  hereby created and sha l l  have the terms and 

power hereby conferred upon the Board of  Adjustment by the provis ions of  New 
Hampshire Revised Statutes Annotated,  Chapters 672-677,  1983 and as may be 
amended.   The Board of  Adjustment members and a l ternate members are to be 
se lected by appointment by the Selectmen.  

 
 
B. ADOPTION OF RULES :   The Board of  Adjustment shal l  adopt ru les  to govern i ts  

proceedings in accordance with the provis ions of  th is  ordinance,  and the provis ions 
of  Chapters 672-677,  New Hampshire Revised Statutes Annotated,  1983,  and as may 
be amended.  

 
 
C. APPEALS FROM ADMINISTRATIVE DECISION :   The Board of  Adjustment may 

hear and dec ide a  case where i t  i s  a l leged there is  error in  any order,  requirement ,  
decis ion,  or determinat ion made by the Se lectmen or their  agent  in  the enforcement 
of  th is  ordinance.   Appeals  to the Board of  Adjustment may be taken by any person 
aggr ieved of  by any of f icer ,  department ,  board,  or bureau of  the munic ipal i ty  a f fected 
by any decis ion of  the administrat ive of f icer .  

 
 
D. EQUITABLE WAIVER OF DIMENSIONAL REQUIREMENTS:  When a lot  or 

structure is  found to be in v io lat ion of  a  phys ica l  layout  or d imensional  requirement 
imposed by the zoning ordinance,  the Board of  Adjustment sha l l ,  upon appl icat ion by 
the property owner,  and with the burden of proof  on the property owner,  grant an 
equitab le waiver from the requirement ,  i f  and only  i f  the Board makes a l l  of  the 
f indings as spel led out  in  RSA 674:33-a .  

 
 
E. VARIANCES :   The Board of  Adjustment sha l l  authorize upon appeal  in  speci f ic  

cases a  var iance from the terms of  th is  ordinance as wi l l  not  be contrary to the 
publ ic  interest  i f ,  owing to specia l  condit ions of  the land,  a  l i tera l  enforcement of  the 
provis ions of  th is  ordinance wi l l  result  in  unnecessary hardship .   The Board sha l l  
grant  a  var iance provided a l l  of  the fol lowing condi t ions are sat i s f ied:  

 
 1 .  No diminut ion in  the va lue of  surrounding propert ies would be suf fered.  
 
 2 .  Grant ing the permit  would be of  benef i t  to the publ ic  interest .  
 

3 .  Denia l  of  the permit  would result  in  unnecessary hardship  to the owner 
seeking i t .   For the purposes of  th is  sect ion,  “unnecessary hardship” means:  

 
a .  that  the zoning restr ict ion as appl ied to the property interferes with the 

reasonable use of  the property ,  consider ing the unique sett ing of  the 
property in  i t s  environment ;  

 
b .  that  no fa ir  and substant ia l  re lat ionship  exists  between the general  

purpose of  the zoning ordinance and the speci f ic  restr ict ion on the 
property ;  and 
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c .  that  the var iance would not  in jure the publ ic  or pr ivate r ights  of  other .  
 
 4 .  By grant ing the permit ,  substant ia l  just ice would be done.  
 
 5 .  The use must  not be contrary to the sp ir i t  of  the ordinance.  
 
 
F. SPECIAL EXCEPTIONS :   The Board of  Adjustment may,  in  appropriate cases and 

subject  to appropriate condit ions and safeguards ,  make specia l  except ions to the 
terms of  th is  ordinance.   Al l  specia l  except ions sha l l  be made in harmony with the 
genera l  purpose and intent  of  the ordinance and shal l  be in  accordance with the 
genera l  or speci f ic  ru les conta ined in  th is  ordinance.   The Board,  in  act ing on an 
appl icat ion,  shal l  take into considerat ion the fol lowing cr i ter ia :  

 
 1 .  The proposed use shal l  be des ignated as a specia l  except ion use in the 

d istr ict .  
 
 2 .  The proposed s i te i s  an appropriate locat ion for the use.   Among factors the 

Board wi l l  consider are :   topography;  soi l s ;  water resources;  road access and 
locat ions of  dr iveways ;  condit ion of  exist ing structures ;  and other relevant  
character ist ics  such as whether the proposed use is  compat ib le  with the 
surrounding land uses .  

 
 3 .  The proposed use wi l l  not  adversely  af fect  the va lue of  adjacent  property .   An 

adverse ef fect  on adjacent  property is  one which would l imit  the use of  
neighborhood property by causing such problems as excess ive noise ,  traf f i c ,  
dust ,  fumes,  g lare,  or other condit ions that  are associated with the intended 
use but  are not  typica l  of  permitted uses with in  the area .  

 
 4 .  The lot  must  be of  a  s ize ,  conf igurat ion,  s lope and soi l  type that  the proposed 

use i s  ab le  to comply with a l l  requ irements of  the Gi lsum Zoning Ordinance.  
   
 5 .  No hazardous waste sha l l  be disposed of  on the property ,  and provis ion for 

the disposit ion of  a l l  waste sha l l  be made without  jeopardy,  f inancia l  or 
otherwise ,  to the Town of  Gi l sum.  

 
 6 .  Traf f ic  generated by the proposed use must not  present  a  hazard to the 

neighborhood for e i ther vehic les  or pedestr ians .  
 
 7 .  In  a l l  cases where a proposed project  requir ing Si te Plan Review is  located 

next to an exist ing res ident ia l  use,  buf fer ing sha l l  be provided with in the 
setback areas ,  of  a  type and amount deemed appropriate by the Planning 
Board dur ing S i te Plan Review.  

 
8 .  The Board of  Adjustment wi l l  request  a recommendat ion from the Planning 

Board,  the Conservat ion Commiss ion and the Heal th Off icer concerning the 
proposed use .  

 
 
G. HOME-BASED BUSINESS (Added March 12, 1996) 
 
 1 .  A home-based bus iness sha l l  be carr ied out by res idents of  the premises and 

not more than three (3) employees who are not res idents  of  the premises.  
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 2 .  I t  sha l l  be c lear ly  secondary and inc identa l  to the res ident ia l  use of  the 
property and wi l l  not a l ter the genera l  character of  the neighborhood or 
reduce the va lue of  any surrounding property .  

 
 3 .  I t  sha l l  result  in  no external  ev idence of  the enterpr ise ,  except  for a s ign not 

to exceed 2’  x  2 .5 ’  in  s ize ;  nor shal l  i t  have an adverse ef fect on the 
environment or the surrounding propert ies as a result  of  noise ,  odors ,  smoke,  
dust ,  l i ghts ,  soi l ,  water or a ir  pol lut ion,  increases in  tra f f i c  or in  parking 
requirements ,  or other nuisances .  

 
 4 .  I t  shal l  have no outdoor d isplay of  goods,  and no outdoor storage of  mater ia l s  

or equipment unless screened from the roads and surrounding propert ies  by 
natura l  or structural  means to such an extent and in  such a manner as  may be 
speci f ica l ly  required and approved by the Board of  Adjustment .  

 
 5 .    The res idence or accessory bui ld ings shal l  not  provide window disp lays or 

other character ist ics  or features normal ly  associated with commercia l  use.  
  
 6 .  There shal l  be no change in  the exter ior appearance of  the res idence or other 

structures on the property as a  result  of  the use,  unless speci f ica l ly  approved 
by the Board.  

 
 
H. ACCESSORY APARTMENTS (Added March 9 ,  1999) 
 
 1 .  Only one accessory apartment i s  permitted per s ingle  fami ly  dwel l ing ,  which 

must  be owner-occupied by a permanent  res ident  of  Gi l sum.  
  
 2 .  E i ther the pr imary res idence or the accessory apartment must  be occupied by 

a person in  need of  da i ly  l i v ing ass istance,  e i ther by v irtue of  age or handicap.  
  

3 .  The accessory apartment must  have a min imum of  320 square feet  of  f loor 
area;  the maximum may be no more than 500 square feet .   The or ig ina l  
dwel l ing may not be reduced to less than 700 square feet through the 
addit ion of  the accessory apartment.  

 
 4 .  Water and sewage disposal  systems must  be connected to the pr imary 

dwel l ing unit .  
 
 5 .  Parking shal l  be accommodated,  of f -street  i f  poss ib le ,  for a l l  res idents .  
 
 6 .  An accessory apartment may be part of  the pr inc ipal  dwel l ing ,  or another 

structure on the property ,  such as a  barn or garage.  
 
 7 .  The addit ion of  an accessory apartment may not  result  in  any exter ior change 

to the res ident ia l  character of  the neighborhood or property .  
 
 
I .  WIRELESS COMMUNICATION FACILITIES (Added March 11,  1997)  
 
 1 .  S ince the v isua l  impact  of  wire less communicat ion fac i l i t ies can transcend 

town l ines ,  communit ies that  may be v isua l ly  a f fected sha l l  be formal ly 
not i f ied of  appl icat ions for such proposed fac i l i t ies  as projects  having reg ional  
impact .  
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 2 .  The appl icant  must  make every reasonable e f fort  to cause the fac i l i ty  to have 
the least  poss ib le v i sua l  impact  on the town at large,  inc luding demonstrat ion 
of  rea l i st ic  ana lys i s  of  mult ip le s i tes  and the need for the proposed height .  

 
 3 .  The height  of  any tower sha l l  not  exceed the surrounding vegetat ion by more 

than a factor of  two (2) .   No tower shal l  be l i ghted in  any way.  
 
 4 .  Any wire less communicat ion fac i l i ty  sha l l  be des igned to accommodate 

mult ip le providers of  communicat ion serv ices and wi l l  only be approved under 
the condit ion that  the pr imary developer of  the fac i l i ty  wi l l  make the fac i l i ty  
ava i lab le upon reasonable terms by lease or other lega l  instrument to other 
compet ing providers of  these serv ices .  

 
 5 .  Any a l terat ion of  the or ig ina l  permitted use and device conf igurat ion of  the 

fac i l i ty  wi l l  require a new Specia l  Except ion and approval  of  a  rev ised Si te 
P lan .  

 
 6 .  The Board of  Adjustment may request  detai led plans from the appl icant  and 

may,  at  the expense of  the appl icant ,  engage the serv ices of  profess ional  
consultants  to rev iew and comment on the proposed wire less  communicat ion 
fac i l i ty  and test imony of  the appl icants  or their  agents re lat ing thereto.  

 
 
J .  Appeals:   Appeals  to the Board may be taken in  accordance with RSA 677:1-4 .  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



As of March 14, 2006                                                                                                       Gilsum Zoning Ordinance   

20 

 
 
 
 

A R T I C L E  V I I I  –  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  A N D  E N F O R C E M E N T  
 
 
A .  I t  sha l l  be the duty of  the Board of  Se lectmen,  and the Board is  hereby g iven power 

and authori ty  to enforce the provis ions of  the ordinance.  
 
 
B .  I t  shal l  be unlawful  to erect ,  use or occupy any structure,  a l ter the s ize of  any 

ex ist ing structure,  remove or demol ish any ex ist ing structure or relocate any 
structure in any distr ict  with in  the Town of  Gi l sum without  f i rst  obta in ing a permit 
f rom the Board of  Se lectmen or their  agent .   Exempted from this  requirement are:   
(1)  structures less than 100 square feet  in  area that  serve as  an accessory bui ld ing to 
an exist ing use ;  (2)  repa ir work that  does not exceed $2,000 of  labor and materia l  
where the bui ld ing i s  neither enlarged nor a l tered and the purpose for which the 
bui ld ing i s  used i s  not changed.  

 
 
C.  There shal l  be an Inspector of  Bui ld ings  who shal l  administer the provis ions of  th is  

ordinance.   The Bui ld ing Inspector sha l l  not  issue a permit  un less the appl icat ion is  in  
accordance with federa l ,  state and loca l  law,  inc luding the provis ions of  th is  
ordinance and the Town of  Gi l sum’s bui ld ing regulat ions .  

 
 
D .  Upon any wel l - founded informat ion that  th is  ordinance is  being v io lated,  the 

Se lectmen shal l  take immediate steps to enforce the provis ions of  th is  ordinance by 
seeking an in junct ion in the Superior  Court  or by any other lega l  act ion.  
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A R T I C L E  I X  -  A M E N D M E N T S  
 
Th is  ordinance may be amended by a  majori ty  vote of  any legal  town meet ing when such 
amendment i s  publ i shed in  the warrant  ca l l ing for the meet ing ,  or when such amendment has 
received a publ ic  hear ing ,  which hear ing has been advert i sed and g iven a lega l  f i f teen day 
not ice ,  in  accordance with Chapter 675,  N.H.  Revised Statutes Annotated.  
 
 
 

 
A R T I C L E  X  -  P E N A L T Y  

 
Any v io lat ion of  th is  ordinance i s  punishable by a c iv i l  f ine for each day that  such v io lat ion 
i s  found by a court  to cont inue a f ter the convict ion date ,  or a f ter the date on which the 
v io lator receives written not ice from the Town of  Gi l sum that  he is  in  v io lat ion of  such 
ordinance,  whichever date is  ear l ier .  
 
 
 
 

A R T I C L E  X I  –  S A V I N G S  C L A U S E  
 
The inva l id i ty  of  any provis ions of  th is  ordinance shal l  not af fect  the val id i ty  of  any other 
provis ion.  
 
 
 
 

A R T I C L E  X I I  –  W H E N  E F F E C T I V E  
 

Th is  ordinance shal l  take e f fect  upon i ts  passage.  
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A R T I C L E  X I I I  –  D E F I N I T I O N S  
 

A.  For the purposes of  administrat ion and enforcement ,  these ru les shal l  apply :  

 The word “shal l”  is  a lways mandatory and not  d iscret ionary ;  the word “may” i s  
permiss ive .  

 Words used in  the present  tense sha l l  inc lude the future,  and words used in  the 
s ingular sha l l  inc lude the p lura l ,  un less the context  c lear ly  indicates the contrary .  

 The word “ includes” shal l  not  l imit  a  term to the speci f ic  example,  but  i s  
intended to extend i ts  meaning to a l l  other instances of  l ike k ind.  

B. The fol lowing def in i t ions sha l l  be uni formly appl icable to a l l  l and use regu lat ions in  
the Town of  Gi l sum:  

1.  ACCESSORY APARTMENT .   An independent  l iv ing fac i l i ty  with provis ions 
for complete housekeeping ,  inc identa l  and secondary to the pr imary 
res idence .   (Added March 9 ,  1999)  

2.  AGRICULTURE.   Al l  operat ions involved with the growing of  crops,  the 
ra is ing of  animals ,  and any act iv i t ies associated with market ing the products ,  
and as further def ined in  RSA 21:34-a .   (Added March 9 ,  2004)  

3 .  BOX TRAILERS.   Any tra i ler  or s imi lar  container without motor power 
designed for carrying property whol ly in  i ts  own structure and for be ing 
drawn by or p laced upon some mode of  transportat ion,  inc luding so-cal led 
“Sea Boxes” and the l ike .  (Added March 9 ,  2004)  

4 .  BUILDING .   A structure designed,  bu i l t  or occupied as  a  shel ter or roofed 
enclosure for persons,  an imals  or property .  

5 .  BUILDING, HEIGHT .   The vert ica l  d istance measured from the average 
level  of  the lot  grade to the h ighest  point  of  the roof ,  excluding chimneys ,  
vent i lators ,  tanks and other accessory features required above the roof .   Also 
excluded are :  towers,  sp ires ,  domes and s imi lar  ornamental  features ,  i f  not  
used for l iv ing purposes ;  barns ,  s i los ,  and other farm bui ld ings and structures  
required for agr icu l tura l  purposes ;  and towers for transmiss ion and 
communicat ions l ines ,  radio towers ,  f i re  towers,  water towers and a irp lane 
beacons .  

6 .  COMMERCIAL USE.   An occupat ion,  employment ,  or enterpr ise that is  
carr ied on for prof i t  by the owner,  lessee,  or l i censee.   (Added March 9 ,  2004)  

7 .  CONGREGATE HOUSING FOR THE ELDERLY :  A l iv ing arrangement in  
one pr inc ipa l  bui ld ing that  permits re lated or unrelated elderly (55 and over)  
persons to l i ve as  one household .  Certa in  socia l /health  care services may be 
made ava i lab le to the res idents ,  but  th is  sha l l  not  inc lude part-  or fu l l - t ime 
nurs ing care .  (Added March 9 ,  1999)  

8 .  CONSUMER/PERSONAL SERVICES :  Such act iv i t ies  inc lude barber and 
beauty shops ;  laundry and dry c leaning ;  undertaking and funeral  
establ ishments ;  smal l  appl iance repair ;  computer sa les  and service ;  heal th and 
f i tness centers .   (Added March 12 ,  1996)  
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9.  DEEDED RIGHT-OF-WAY .   A str ip  of  land over which lega l  r ight  of  
passage has been granted.  

10.  DIRECTIONAL SIGNS.  Provide in format ion to reach a speci f ic  dest inat ion.  

11.  DWELLING UNIT .  One or more rooms designed and intended for 
occupancy as  separate l iv ing quarters ,  with cooking ,  s leeping and san i tary 
fac i l i t ies  provided with in  the structure.  

12.  DWELLING, SINGLE FAMILY .   A bui ld ing conta in ing one dwel l ing unit .  

13.  DWELLING, TWO-FAMILY .   A structure conta in ing two dwel l ing un its ,  
each of  which i s  tota l ly  separated from the other by an unpierced wal l  
extending from ground to roof or an unpierced cei l ing and f loor extending 
from exter ior wal l  to exter ior wal l ,  except for a  common sta irwel l  exterior 
to both dwel l ing un its .   Each un it  i s  considered to be a  pr imary dwel l ing  unit .  

14.  FRONTAGE.   That  port ion of  a  lot  bordering on a Class  V or better road,  
or a  road that  appears on a subdiv is ion p lat  approved by the P lanning Board.   
Subdiv is ion approval  does not  replace a Town Meet ing vote or a  decis ion by 
the Selectmen to lay out  a road pursuant  to RSA 231:22-a .   In  case of  lots 
bordering on more than one road ,  the boundary on only one road may be 
used to meet the min imum requirements for frontage.  

15.  GENERAL RETAIL ESTABLISHMENTS :  Establ i shments engaged in  the 
se l l ing of  merchandise for personal  or household consumption,  inc luding farm 
and garden suppl ies ,  c loth ing,  personal  and household art ic les ,  furniture,  
ant iques ,  f lor ists ,  greenhouses and nurseries .   (Added March 12,  1996) 

16.  HIGHWAY RIGHT-OF-WAY  shal l  mean the width from one extreme edge 
to the opposite edge of  h ighway easement of  a  State or Town road.   Th is  i s  
usual ly  considerably  wider than the traveled port ion of  the h ighway.  

17.  HOME OCCUPATION :   An act iv i ty  carr ied out for ga in  by the res idents of  
a  dwel l ing conducted as an accessory use of  the pr imary res ident ia l  use .    

18.  HOME-BASED BUSINESS :  A bus iness that  i s  e i ther conducted at  the 
homesite ,  or away from the homesite ,  as  in  the case of  contractors who work 
of fs i te but  might  store mater ia l s  or equipment on the property .    

19.  INDUSTRY.   A use engaged in the bas ic  process ing and manufacturing of  
materia l s  or products  predominant ly  from extracted or raw mater ia ls .   (Added 
March 9 ,  2004)  

20.  INDUSTRY, LIGHT.   A use engaged in the manufacture, 
predominant ly from previously prepared materia ls ,  of  f in ished products 
or parts ,  including but not l imited to:   processing,  fabricat ion, assembly, 
treatment, packaging,  incidental  storage or sales and distr ibut ion.  
(Added March 9,  2004)  

21.  JUNK.  Any old metals ,  o ld bott les ,  c loth waste,  paper waste,  o ld rubber 
products ,  p last ic parts ,  more than one unregistered or uninspected motor 
vehic les  or camper/tra i ler ,  or any other secondhand or discarded art ic les ,  the 
accumulat ion of  which i s  detr imenta l  or in jur ious to the ne ighborhood.   
(Amended March 9 ,  2004)  
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22.  LOT .   A designated parcel ,  tract  or area of  land establ i shed by p lat ,  
subdiv is ion,  or as  otherwise permitted by law, to be used,  developed or bui l t  
upon .  

23.  MOBILE HOME.  As used in th is  ordinance,  “mobi le  home” shal l  mean 
manufactured housing ,  as  def ined in  RSA 674:31:   “Any structure,  
transportable in one or more sect ions ,  which,  in  the travel ing mode,  i s  8 body 
feet  or more in  width and 40 body feet  or more in  length,  or when erected on 
s i te ,  i s  320 square feet  or more,  and which is  bui l t  on a permanent chass is  
and designed to be used as a  dwel l ing with or without  a permanent  foundat ion 
when connected to required ut i l i t ies ,  which inc lude p lumbing,  heat ing and 
e lectr ica l  heat ing systems contained herein .”  

24.  NON-CONFORMING BUILDING/USE /LAND .   The use of  any bui ld ing,  
structure or land exist ing at  the t ime of  enactment of  th is  Ordinance,  or any 
amendments thereto,  which does not  conform in whole or in  part  to the 
provis ions of  the Ordinance or i ts  amendments .  

25.  NURSING HOME/HEALTH CARE FACILITY .   An extended or 
intermediate care fac i l i ty  l i censed or approved by the State of  New 
Hampshire to provide fu l l - t ime conva lescent or chronic care to indiv idua ls  
who,  by reason of  advanced age,  chronic i l lness or in f i rmity ,  are unable to 
care for themselves .   (Added March 12,  1996) 

26.  PERMANENT FOUNDATION .   The construct ion necessary to provide 
adequate support  of  any structure,  consist ing of  mater ia l s  impervious to 
rott ing .   Such foundat ions must extend four feet  below grade level .   An 
Alaskan s lab may be used in l ieu of  below-grade foot ing provided bu i ld ing  
erected thereon has no physica l  connect ion with a  bui ld ing on a be low-grade 
foundat ion .  

27.  PERMANENT RESIDENT.  Means an ind iv idua l  or fami ly  us ing any bui ld ing 
cont inuously as a  res idence for a period of  s ix  months or more.    

28.  RECREATIONAL VEHICLE .   A portable structure without  permanent 
foundat ion ,  which can be towed,  hauled or dr iven,  and i s  des igned as 
temporary l i v ing accommodat ions for recreat ional ,  camping and travel  use;  
inc ludes but  i s  not l imited to trave l  tra i lers ,  truck campers,  camping tra i lers 
and sel f -propel led motor homes.  

29.  SETBACK .   The minimum distance between the nearest  port ion of  a  bui ld ing 
( inc luding porches ,  decks ,  steps or other such port ions of  the bui ld ing) ,  and a 
lot  l ine,  r ight-of-way l ine ,  or a  street  l ine,  whichever i s  c losest .  

30.  TOURIST HOME.  Any bui ld ing consist ing of  a  room or group of  rooms 
located in  one bui ld ing where overnight  accommodat ions for s leeping and 
eat ing are ava i lab le for a  pr ice.  

31. WIRELESS COMMUNICATION FACILITIES .   Any towers ,  poles,  
antennas,  accessways,  or other structures intended for use in  connect ion with 
transmiss ion or recept ion of  rad io or te lev is ion s ignals ,  or any other 
e lectromagnet ic spectrum-based transmiss ion/recept ion.   (Added March 11,  
1997)  


