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GILSUM CHRISTMAS PARTY
When: December 12, 2020 2-4 p.m.
Where: The town field near the school
Bad weather date: December 13, 2-4 p.m.
Santa and Mrs. Claus are coming to town!
Join them for the Gilsum Christmas party at
the town field on December 12 from 2-4 p.m.
There will be hot chocolate, cookies, and a
storybook reading. Pickup your holiday
ornament kit and drop off your letter to
Santa too!
Special Covid-Related Details: Families should stay
distanced at least six feet from other groups of elves.
Please wear your masks to keep our children and
community safe! This event is sponsored by the Gilsum
Recreation Committee.
Disclaimer: All events are subject to cancellation in
the interest of public safety, please check with
gilsumrocks@gmail.com if you have any questions.

Keep checking the Gilsum Facebook page
and Gilsum.org for updates!

GREETINGS FROM
BADGER!
Mail your letter to Santa at the post
office or drop it off at the
Christmas party!
Santa and his elves are hard work at the
North Pole and are looking forward to
children’s letters to help them make
Christmas wishes come true. Letters to
Santa can be delivered to the Gilsum Post
Office, or by special delivery at the Gilsum
Holiday Party on December 12th! Santa
promises to answer all letters, so please
remember to send your letters soon to start
the holiday season with merriment! Letters
should be addressed to Santa Claus at the
North Pole.

2020 has brought some chaos and lots of
change to the world, but we’re glad to say
we’ve been able to adapt and stay busy at
Badger. At the start of the pandemic we
ventured into contract packaging and
hand-sanitizer production to help meet a
growing (and still significant) need.
We’re happy to say that this is still going
on and we only hope to grow
our sanitizer production.
The day-to-day at Badger has also
changed. Many employees are working
from home if their job allows for that, and
it seems as though it will still be some
time before we’re all back under one roof.
We’ve also been taking every precaution
we can for those employees still on site:
mask wearing, social-distancing, and
adjusting work spaces to allow folks more
space. While this is hard on us all, staying
safe is paramount. We did enjoy being
together one afternoon this fall for road
side clean up and putting the garden to
bed!
The needs of our community have grown
as the result of the pandemic and we have
eagerly provided our support in any way
we can; donating to health care
organizations, 100 Nights Shelter, and
many food pantries. It is hard to predict
what 2021 will bring, but Badger is ready
to weather any storm.
Wishing all of our community a healthy
and peaceful holiday season!

OLD SETTLERS CIDER AND
ALSTEAD COUNTRY CRAFTS
OPEN IN GILSUM
Two new businesses opened in Gilsum recently: Old
Settlers Cider and Alstead Country Crafts. Old Settlers
Cider is located in what was for many years the Gilsum
Village store. The company makes artisanal, small
batch, hand crafted, traditionally made ciders from
apples that are totally, completely, 100% chemical
free. According to the company website its “cider is
sourced, produced and sold exclusively in the
Southern NH and VT borderlands region. This is local
cider from local apples for local people!” Learn more at
oldsettlerscider.com or stop in on a Friday night to
chat with Walt and sample the latest batch.
Alstead Country Crafts is located at 626 Route 10 in the
former RJ Sports building’s basement. Loaded with
locally handcrafted gifts and food, the store is open
Monday through Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Learn more about the store’s
extensive product line at alsteadcountrycrafts.com or
stop in to see the selection of candles, personal care
products, jewelry, maple syrup, deerskin gloves, Bert’s
Lumberjack products, and more.

VETERANS DAY TRADITION LIVES ON
Gilsum STEAM Academy has honored our Veterans for
many years and enjoyed the company of Veterans and
their families during our annual performance and
reception. Our tradition renewed our appreciation of
the sacrifices that so many suffered and the meaning of
dedication and service to our country. Over the years,
during our time together, we've celebrated, cried, and
expressed our gratitude. We know this has made a
great impact on our school community and our
children's view of service to others.
This year, with restrictions due to the pandemic, our
school community was unable to invite others into the
building so instead, our classes created a video that we
shared with our community to honor those who served.
The video can be viewed on the GSA Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/GilsumMRSD

Newly painted Four-Square courts
and obstacle course provide fun for
children at the school playground.

GILSUM PUBLIC LIBRARY UPDATE
Current Library Hours:
Wednesdays 10:30-12:30 and Saturdays 11-1
Or by appointment – email: gilsumlibrary@comcast.net
or call: 603-352-4826
COVID-19 guidelines
If you are planning to visit the library, please keep
the following COVID-19 guidelines in mind: Masks
are required for ages 5 and up. We ask that you stay
6 feet apart from patrons outside your family. There
is a box for returned books, all books will be
quarantined for 72 hours before being checked in
and re-shelved. Library staff will be regularly
sanitizing all high-touch surfaces. Under the
weather? Please come back to visit another day. If
you do not wish to come into the library,
arrangements can be made for “curb side” pickups.
Call or email with your book requests and someone
will be in touch with book availability and pickup
instructions. As always, returns can be made at the
outside depository.
Online Materials
There are many books available to read or listen to,
along with popular magazines, at
http://nh.lib.overdrive.com. Please contact the
library for your access code.
Book Club
In our book club, which meets at 7 p.m. on the last
Tuesday of the month, we read and discuss novels,
memoirs, and biographies. Everyone is invited to
attend. Copies of the latest book will be available to
borrow. Stop by the library or check out our
Facebook page (facebook.com/gilsumlibrary) to
find the latest selections. For more information call
the library at 352-4826 or Karen Hastings at 3521401.

New at the Library
Here are just a few of the books that are new at your
library:
'Sweep: The Story of a Girl and Her Monster’ by
Jonathan Auxier
'Julia’s House Moves On’ and ‘Zita the Spacegirl’
books by Ben Hatke
'Up in the Garden and Down in the Dirt’, ‘Over
and Under the Snow’, and ‘Over and Under the
Pond’ by Kate Messner, illustrated by Christopher
Silas Neal
The ‘Wings of Fire’ series by Tui Sutherland
'The Incorrigible Children of Ashton Place’ series
by Maryrose Wood, illustrated by Jon Klassen
'Bad Island’ by Doug TenNapel
'Nathan Hale’s Hazardous Tales’ by Nathan Hale
'Louisiana’s Way Home’ and ‘Raymie Nightingale’
by Kate DiCamillo
'A Better Man: A Chief Inspector Gamache Novel’
(book 15) by Louise Penny
'The Noel Letters’ (book 4) by Richard Paul Evans
'In Five Years: A Novel’ by Rebecca Serle
'The Book of Lost Names’ by Kristin Harmel
Library Board of Trustees Meetings
Library Trustees Meetings have moved to the second
Wednesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. at the library.
Minutes of Trustees meetings are in the display case
outside the library.
Book Donations
The library is accepting donations of gently used
books, primarily for use in our book sale fundraisers,
that meet the following guidelines:
Clean – no moldy or water damaged materials,
no marked-up books
Complete – no broken spines, missing covers or
pages
Current – no travel guides, medical, diet, financial
planning, or technology ‘how-to’s more than 5
years old
Please no VHS or cassette tapes

A FOND FAREWELL
TO LIBRARIAN,
GAIL BARDWELL
After 35 years, from December 1985 to
November 2020, Gail has decided to embrace
the freedom and opportunities of retirement.
For many in this community, she has been the
only librarian that we have known, the familiar
face among the stacks and behind the
checkout counter. Gail, with her assistants, has
been there to aid us in our selections and
handle our requests. A long time resident of
Gilsum, Gail and her husband, Buddy, now
reside in neighboring Surry, near their
daughter’s family.
Many of you also remember the well attended
nursery school run by Gail in the library
basement for many years. Those children, now
adults, many with children of their own, may
remember the nurturing and fun times
provided by Gail and her assistants. Hopefully,
some time in 2021 the library will be able to
have an open house to share our renovations,
honor Gail Bardwell for her dedicated service,
and welcome our new librarian to the Gilsum
community. In the meantime, if you have the
opportunity, please offer Gail your well wishes
and gratitude.

WELCOME TO OUR
NEW LIBRARIAN
Let us introduce your new Gilsum
librarian, Lenoir McDougal-Law. For years
Lenoir has been actively involved in the
town. As many have witnessed, her love
and commitment to Gilsum shines
brightly. A whiz in planning and
organization, she has played a huge part
in the success of Old Home Days and the
week-long 250th celebration. At the

Gilsum STEAM Academy, she has been known
as “Miss Lenoir” for over 10 years, working with
students both individually and in the Before
and Afterschool program. She serves as
treasurer of the Gilsum Recreation Committee
and has been involved in many of the activities
such as pickleball games, adult bingo nights,
Rock Swap, and writing articles for the Gilsum
Bridge.
You can also catch her at Gilsum Book Club
meetings. The Sustainability Project has also
been a big part of her life, where she has
served as board chair, secretary, interim
treasurer, and a key member in programming.
Lenoir is actively involved in Taekwondo and
has earned her black belt. With a wink, be
careful when those books are overdue! She has
a Master of Science in environmental studies
from Antioch University New England and
enjoys designing creative programs for
children and adults. Lenoir is delighted to
jump in to her new role and is full of ideas to
share with the residents of Gilsum. She looks
forward to seeing you as the library begins this
new chapter.

THE SUSTAINABILITY
PROJECT
On September 27th, we had a very heart-warming Music and
Art in the Forest event on an absolutely gorgeous day. More
than 60 people joined for a Solar Sisters concert and to
celebrate Susan O’Hara’s work, a display of more than 100
sculptures. The event was so extraordinary that organizers all
agreed that we should curate the sculptures for several weeks
next summer. Our plan is to create an art/nature docent
program to enable more visitors to see the symbiotic play
between art and nature. For a glimpse of the art, watch the
video, beautifully crafted by volunteer Simon Gray, at
https://youtu.be/w5PuXDYIT6M.
While we will not be able to hold our annual Seed Celebration &
Sustainable Community Fair in person this coming February, we
are still planning to mark the day, and will be offering our
community seed order. By placing your Fedco seed order
through The Sustainability Project, you save on shipping charges
and help support our mission-driven programming and
maintenance of our Emerson Brook Forest Center trails and
perennial gardens. We choose Fedco Seeds because they offer a
large selection of organic, heirloom, and open pollinated
varieties. Because we anticipate some varieties to sell out
quickly this year, we are planning to place our first order on
Friday, December 18th. We will place a second order on Friday,
January 15th.
You can visit www.fedcoseeds.com to browse or email Lenoir at
lenoir@emersonbrookforst.org to request a paper catalog.
Orders may be emailed to Lenoir or mailed to ‘The Sustainability
Project, PO Box 311, Gilsum, NH 03448’. Be sure to include
product ID number, name, and quantity desired as well as your
contact information. These orders are for seeds only, NOT
Moose Tubers or Garden Supply. Please make checks out to "The
Sustainability Project". We will notify you to make arrangements
when your seeds are ready for pick up. Thank you for your
support! Check out our newly redesigned website at
www.emersonbrookforest.org to learn more about our work, join
our emailing list, or find out about upcoming events.

TOWN'S LARGEST PARCEL OF LAND
PRESERVED FOREVER
Contact: GilsumConservation@gmail.com
On August 7, 2020, The Nature Conservancy
(TNC) became the new steward of the Surry
Mountain Preserve in southwest Gilsum, the
town’s largest land parcel. The 1,324 acres,
formerly known as the Casagrande property, is
bordered by Surry Mountain and Route 10.
Parking is available on the Old Gilsum Road.
New Hampshire Fish and Game holds the
conservation easement to the property, which is
open to the public for hiking, hunting, and
fishing. The Town of Gilsum has a legal interest
in the property, a third-party right of
enforcement of the conservation easement, for
its generous contribution from the Town’s
conservation funds.
The Surry Mountain Project was part of TNC’s
five-year project to invest more than $40 million
in New Hampshire and protect over 10,000
acres of climate-resilient and resource-rich
forest land in perpetuity. The Gilsum
Conservation Commission thanks all of the
neighbors, landowners, and conservationminded individuals in the Monadnock Region
who demonstrated support for the conservation
of the Surry Mountain Preserve. By protecting
this large property from development or land
conversion, we have accomplished many goals

Deer resting at Surry Mountain Preserve. Photo by Janine Marr.

for our future. We have preserved some of
Gilsum’s earliest cultural resources, including old
roads and cellar holes. We have protected
Keene’s water supply. We have created a wildlife
corridor that connects Surry Mountain with
several other conserved lands within and
beyond our borders. Most importantly, we have
ensured that the largest land parcel in Gilsum
will forever be conserved to reflect the rural
character that we identify as Gilsum. More
information on the Surry Mountain Preserve is at
https://www.nature.org/en-us/get-involved/howto-help/places-we-protect/surry-mountainpreserve/?vu=surrymountain
The trail map is available at:
https://www.nature.org/content/dam/tnc/nature
/en/documents/Surry_Mountain_Trail_Map.pdf
With appreciation and celebration,
Gilsum Conservation Commission
Janine Marr, Chair;
Peter Granucci, Vice Chair;
Bart Cushing, Secretary;
Chip Chapman, Ralph Jernberg,
and Clem Lounder, Members

WINTER BIRDS CROSSWORD PUZZLE
Looking forward to Spring? See if you can find these common winter birds who
will return to Gilsum with the warmer weather!

barred owl
bluebird
bluejay
cardinal
chickadee
crow
downy woodpecker
goldfinch
junco
mourning dove
nuthatch
raven
ruffed grouse
starling
titmouse
turkey
"This year alone
I have identified
over 100 species
of birds in my
yard in Gilsum.
This Red-eyed
Vireo is one of
the five nesting
birds that I
discovered. "
-Gilsum
Photographer
Donna Keller

QUILT READY FOR
2021 DISPLAY &
RAFFLE

GILSUM
HISTORICAL FUN
FACT

The Crazy Quilters had nearly completed
their annual quilt when COVID-19 shut
down their meeting space. Working
individually, they finished it in June. With
no Rock Swap in 2020 and no new project
begun, the annual raffle is on hold for the
time being. The quilt pictured is a queen
size geometric pattern in green, cream,
and beige tones that would complement
most bedroom decors. Hopefully, 2021
will provide both the opportunity for
displaying the quilt and an appropriate
venue for the raffle.

Vessel Rock: A Historic Landmark

YOUNG AT HEART
Gilsum’s Young at Heart seniors club was
pretty much on hold this year. In August
they went to Kimball Farm Ice Cream in
Jaffrey and ate outside. They are hoping for
a better 2021, but keep in touch. If anyone
wants to join the group next year contact
Joyce Handy at 352-7586.

"Vessel Rock" is another notable
boulder, resting on a ledge of
coarse granite very near the [old] center of
the town. This is 45 feet in length, by 32 in
breadth and 25 in height. It received its
name from its striking resemblance to a
vessel under full sail. This resemblance has
been much marred by the falling of a large
piece from the west side, which
represented the bow and jib-boom of the
vessel. Before its fall the breadth of the
rock was very nearly equal to the length.
The fall was doubtless occasioned by the
earthquake of October 5, 1817, as it
occurred the night before Thanksgiving
following... The northeast corner of the rock
affords a shelter sufficient for several
persons, and tradition says that Indians,
and subsequently white hunters, often
spent the night there."
~Hayward, Silvanus, 1828-1908, "History of the town
of Gilsum, New Hampshire from 1752 to 1879,"
1881.

GILSUM CHURCH
NEWS

HOLIDAY FAIR

At the Gilsum Congregational Church, COVID-19 has

The Congregational church's Ladies Aid group had

given us additional opportunities to minister to the
community. The Bible tells us that God will bring
good from all situations - even a pandemic - for
those who trust in Him (Romans 8:28). Here is some
good news.....
Gilsum now has a fully stocked active food bank!
With people in the community short on money and
food, God moved members of the church to help by
opening a food bank in the church basement. The
hours are Saturday mornings from 10 am - noon. Our

A sunny, warm day makes for a
successful holiday fair
a successful holiday fair on Saturday, November 21.
Sales of pies, breads, jellies, crafts, and lunch items
sold briskly. Thanksgiving pies sold out by 12:30!
The Ladies Aid was not the only group to have a
successful fundraiser. It was joined by the Historical
Society on the town library/office lawn, while the
book sale took place in the building's basement.
All the groups benefited from an exceptionally
sunny, warm November day.

increased opportunities to feed the other important

NEW HISTORICAL
SOCIETY PROJECT

part of our beings; our spirits! When we are unable

This has been a tough year for everyone but good

to worship in person at the church, ministry has

things have been happening. One example is

taken a personal approach calling each family with

Donovan Lombara's senior project. Donovan hopes

a "mini-worship service" and an individually oriented

to work with the Historical Society, the Recreation

prayer time. We have experienced God calming

Committee, and anyone else interested in

fears, giving hope and providing a presence, as only

preserving the Gunn Cemetery. The cemetery is the

He can, for those in need.

oldest burial place in town with approximately 12

thanks to those who have volunteered to help and
to all in the Community who have made donations.
Not only do we feed the body, we also have

legible stones that include names and interesting
At this point, with COVID-19 cases increasing, the

expressions. Donovan's plan is to clearly mark the

status of the Community Christmas Eve Candlelight

30-minute walking trail that begins off the Old

Service is undecided. Also, should churches have to

Gilsum Road, document the names of the people

close again, we will reinstitute our telephone "mini-

who rest in these forgotten graves, and post a sign

worship." We will keep you posted on our schedule

with information about this early historical site. He

through the Gilsum website, signs in front of Church,

also thinks it's important to include his research in

etc. You can always call 357-2245 or Pastor Berry,

Find A Grave or other genealogy websites so families

direct, at 209-5012 for information about our

can learn more about their ancestors.

Christmas schedule.
Donovan is looking for volunteers to clean and mark
Above all, remember the Bible verse

the trail in early spring. More details to come in the

that changes everything for the better,

future. If anyone has any information regarding the

"To you is born a Savior, He is Christ the Lord!" -

cemetery’s occupants, their families, or would be

Luke 2:11.

interested in contributing toward some of the
expenses for this project, please contact David

Merry Christmas! From the

Dauphin at GilsumHS@gmail.com or send checks to

members of the Gilsum

Gilsum Historical Society, P.O. Box 41, Gilsum, NH

Congregational Church

03448, include ‘Gunn Cemetery’ on the memo line.

VIRTUAL PHOTO CONTEST HIGHLIGHTS
Check out some of the winning photos and honorable mentions from the Quaran scenes:
Life During COVID-19 community photo contest! Visit Gilsum.org to see more.

