
THE GILSUM BRIDGE

High Speed Internet Proposal to be Voted on at 
Town Meeting March 10th

A proposal to bring high-speed fiber Internet (broadband) to every
home and business in Gilsum is now a warrant article to be considered
at Town Meeting. This proposal will NOT  affect property taxes. It
WILL give everyone in Gilsum access to up to one (1) Gbps fiber optic
broadband Internet service starting at $46 per month ($36/month if
you buy your own WiFi router) inclusive for the first year. There is no
charge to residents to be connected under this proposal. Residents do
not have to participate. You do not have to sign up for this service.

Under this plan the Town of Gilsum will issue a bond ($567,125) to
cover part of the project as specified by NH Senate Bill 170 and RSA
33.3g. Consolidated Communications (CCI), the chosen vendor, will pay
the full cost of the bond in monthly installments. (See warrant article in
this issue for details.) 

A survey mailed to all residents and available online in the fall showed
strong interest in reliable, high speed fiber Internet in Gilsum. 81% of
survey respondents (99 of 122) indicated they ‘definitely would’ or
‘probably would’ subscribe to fiber Internet if it was available and
competitively priced. Only two responded they definitely would not
subscribe. (Continued on next page)
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Eleven other area towns are moving forward with
similar warrant articles, and will present them at
Town Meeting.
Five other area towns are currently considering
proposals for possible vote at Town Meeting.
Seven area towns have already approved plans and
moved forward with construction or have
completed construction.

Gilsum is not alone in its effort to bring high-speed
Internet to its residents:

To Vote:  Voters who want this warrant to pass must
vote in favor of it at Town Meeting on March 10. It will
only be approved if 3/5 of voters present vote in favor.
To vote on this bond issue residents must sign in with
the Supervisor’s of the Checklist at Town Meeting with a
valid ID. You do not have to stay for the whole Town
Meeting: You may come in to vote on this warrant
article only. 

Learn more here: The proposal was researched and
developed by the Gilsum Broadband Advisory
Committee and approved by the Selectboard, which
appointed the committee to study options last year. If
you currently have telephone poles or conduit that
connect power or telephone service to your home you
are eligible to sign up for high-speed fiber broadband.
There is a great deal of information available for review
at https://gilsum.org/gilsum-broadband/ and on the
Gilsum Broadband Facebook page. For more
information contact committee chair Rob Mitchell at
gilsumrocks@gmail.com.  -- From the Gilsum Broadband
Advisory Committee

Bring your valid ID to vote at town meeting! 

One change to town meeting that people are not used
to is this: To vote, residents will be required to show ID
and check in the same way that they do at normal
elections. This is because Gilsum will be voting on a
bond larger than $100,000. Non-registered voters or
non-residents may come and observe, but they cannot
vote or participate in the discussion.

Notes From Supervisors
of the Checklist

Restoring Eden is a new business opened by Audra J.
Wilson at 626 Route 10 Gilsum (formerly R.J. Sports).
Audra is a double board-certified Holistic Nurse and
Holistic Health Practitioner with over 15 years of
experience. Restoring Eden offers a wide range of
services including comprehensive health evaluations, a
halotherapy salt room, personal coaching,
aromatherapy massage, bio mat therapy, supplements,
infrared sauna, and other healing modalities. To learn
more call 603-338-8797 or visit
https://www.restoringeden4naturalhealth.com/



By Janine Marr, Gilsum Conservation Commission
                                                                                                                           The Gilsum Conservation Commission, along  
                                                                                                                           with the Gilsum Recreation Committee and 
                                                                                                                           the Gilsum Public Library, invite local groups 
                                                                                                                           and residents to participate in a bioblitz this 
                                                                                                                           spring (date to be determined). A bioblitz is an
                                                                                                                           opportunity for outdoor enthusiasts to record 
 
                                                                                                                           the plants and animals they see in a location.
                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                           The purpose is twofold: to provide an  
                                                                                                                           opportunity for people to experience,  
                                                                                                                           photograph, and learn about the historical and 
                                                                                                                           natural resources available in Gilsum; and to 
                                                                                                                           document the species present in 2021 for 
                                                                                                                           history.  The results will also be used to inform
the revisions to the town’s master plan chapters on conservation and rural character preservation.
The Conservation Commission hopes to capture the natural resources on multiple properties 
throughout the town to represent our 10,000+ acres.  If you have a property that you feel 
represents the unique character of Gilsum that you would like to have “blitzed,” please contact 
the Commission. 

 
The bioblitz is a community event. Additional details will follow in the next edition of The Bridge. 
For more information, or to volunteer, please contact Janine at GilsumConservation@gmail.com or 
Lenoir at gilsumlibrary@comcast.net

Are you looking for an egg-citing Easter project? The Gilsum Recreation Committee will
have plastic eggs available for pick up at the Gilsum Library between March 20th-April
3rd. Take the eggs home to decorate, then return them to the library for display. You can
decorate your egg as egg-stremely as you like, and if you need some decorating supplies
the library will have some extras. You can paint, dye, feather, poach… crack us up! Return
your decorated egg in the Gilsum Library book drop or during open library hours so it can
be included in an eggs-quisite display. Ribbons will be given for the best decorated eggs, so
get creative!

Gilsum Bioblitz Combines 
Outdoor Recreation with Citizen Science

The Great Gilsum Egg Off

This is your chance to meet the 2021 Gilsum
Candidates and ask questions before voting. We also
hope to have people available to answer questions
about this year’s warrant articles. Sunday, March 7th, 1
pm at the Gilsum STEAM Academy. Masks required.
Join us by Zoom at:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85720643161?
pwd=R2VROVQ3MHVtVHZPQXdveU8yWEhzUT09
Passcode: 524130│Meeting ID: 857 2064 3161
or call in: 1-646-558-8656 

Meet the Candidates Democratic Committee
Caucus
The Gilsum Democratic Committee Caucus will be held
Sunday March 7 from 4 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. via Zoom. 
 Contact Barbara Bryce for a link: bbryce17@gmail.com
or call 357-4521.



Current Library Hours:
Wednesdays 10:30-12:30 & Saturdays 11-1

Or by appointment
“Curb side” pick up available

603-352-4826 gilsumlibrary@comcast.net

March – Women’s History & Crafting month, Paper Bag Princess Day (3/6)
April – Poetry month, Earth Day (4/22)
May – Inventors & Pet month, National Library Week (4/4-4/10)
Summer Reading Program – “Tails & Tales”

Want to stay up-to-date on what’s happening? Sign up for our new monthly e-newsletter starting in April!  
Online Materials: There are many books available to read or listen to, along with popular magazines, at
http://nh.lib.overdrive.com. Please contact the library for your access code.
Our book club meets at 7 pm on the last Tuesday of the month. We read and discuss novels, memoirs, and biographies. Everyone is
invited to attend. Copies of the latest book will be available to borrow. 
The Library Board of Trustees meet on the second Wednesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 

Looking Ahead:
While the Library will not be holding the traditional Easter egg hunt this year, we will have ‘Take and Make’ kits with treats available
for pick up the week before. Will your bag be hiding the golden ticket? Also, pick up a plastic egg to decorate and bring it back to be
displayed, you might win a prize if your egg is the most creative!

Other News:

Birth Certificate
Immunization Record
Physical Exam Report 
Driver's License
Proof of Residency 

WHAT: Kindergarten Registration for the 2021-2022 School
Year
WHO: Children residing in the town of Gilsum and turning age 
five (5) on or before September 30, 2021 are eligible.
HOW: Create an account online at mrsd.org > Parents and
Students > MRSD New Student Registration. When the
registration is received, you will be contacted by Sarah
Hartmann, Administrative Assistant at GSA, to set up an
appointment in March to provide the following documents:

(tax bill, lease, electric bill, etc.)

By Adrienne Noel, Teaching Principal

GSA Students are preparing for an upcoming all day,
outdoor event, Survival Fest.  Students are designing,
building and testing out shelters and sleds to use on the
event day. Redesigning and improving their sleds is an
important part of the design process and STEAM approach. 
 Also, as an integrated content project, students are studying
animal habitats, tracking in NH, testing their 5 senses and
observation skills, and practicing teamwork with their
groups.  It’s also lots of fun!

New at the Library:
In January we started a year-long ‘Soup Bowl’ Reading Challenge. The goal is to read a book with a title that starts with each letter of
the alphabet. (Card catalog rules apply – you can drop the leading ‘the’ or ‘a/an’.) This challenge is open to children and adults - or
complete it as a family. Turn your completed list in to the library by the week of December 13th for a chance to win a soupy prize!

As a member of the Nubanusit Library Cooperative we have an opportunity to participate in a DVD exchange program. Every couple
of months we will receive a different collection of 20 DVDs. These can be checked out for 1 week at a time. We have begun a digital
inventory of library materials so patrons can view our collections online. Visit: www.librarything.com/catalog/GilsumLibrary to
view the collection. Since we have more than 10,000 items this will take some time to complete! Please call or email the library if you
are looking for a particular item. If we don’t have it available, we can also try get it for you through inter-library loan. 

Gilsum Public Library Update

Gilsum STEAM Academy

If you have any questions, or need
assistance with online registration,

please email Sarah Hartmann
(shartmann@mrsd.org) or call

Gilsum STEAM Academy (352-2226).

Survival Fest



Hooded
Merganser
Woodcock
Broad-winged
Hawk
Sapsucker
Tree Swallow 
Barn Swallow
Hummingbird
Baltimore Oriole
House Wren
Swift 
Catbird Red-eyed
Vireo
Veery
Wood Thrush
Ovenbird
Indigo Bunting

Word Search Activity
Can you find all the birds coming home to Gilsum this Spring?

Co
lorMe!



Saturday, March 27th at 2 pm.
‘Rain’ Date: Sunday, March 28th at 2 pm.

March Hike to Porcupine Falls

Porcupine Falls is located in the Calhoun Family Forest, conservation land
held by the Monadnock Conservancy. We will be led by Helen Mercer,
whose parents owned and cared for the land. This is a moderate 1.3 mile
out and back hike (2.6 miles total) with a few steeper sections. Please bring
good footwear and dress for the weather. Parking is available at the Route
10 kiosk or down the road at the boy scout pull-off. We will be following
Covid-19 safety guidelines. Please bring a mask and practice physical
distancing. Please RSVP via Meetup.com.

               Following the   
               overwhelming 
               success of last fall’s 
               Music and Art in 
               the Forest 
               sculpture exhibit, 
               The Sustainability 
               Project has 
               decided to display 
               Sue O’Hara’s work 
               at the Emerson 
               Brook Forest 
               Outdoor Center

over the summer on weekends. We are looking for
volunteer docents to help guide visitors. Guests will be
asked to register for a tour time. 

If you are interested in helping, or just stopping by,
please be in touch: Email info@emersonbrookforest.org
or call Valerie at 603-209-7272. Or visit us on the web
and sign up for our monthly emails at
emersonbrookforest.org.

Gilsum Treks is a new hiking/walking group organized by the Gilsum
Recreation Committee in collaboration with The Sustainability Project. 
We will be planning monthly volunteer-led excursions in Gilsum and the
greater Monadnock region. Our first hike will be at Porcupine Falls. 

We are using the Meetup.com platform to share upcoming hikes. Sign up
to join our group at: https://www.meetup.com/gilsum-treks/.
Questions? Email Lenoir at lenoir.nesaccess@gmail.com.

The Sustainability
Project

News From Gilsum
Historical Society

Currently the Gilsum Historical Society Museum is
closed but it will reopen when the weather warms up by
appointment only.  Please contact David Dauphin at
gilsumhs@gmail.com or Sarah Jones at
sngmfl34@gmail.com to visit. 

Donovan Lombara is still working on plans for his senior
project of documenting and trail marking the Gunn
Cemetery.  This important piece of Gilsum history is
easy to get to and just a short walk through the woods.
Any and all information regarding this early burial
ground would be welcomed and appreciated.

Gilsum Treks

Porcupine Falls in Gilsum, 
Photo by Angy Lombara.

To learn more about Porcupine Falls, please visit: https://www.monadnockconservancy.org/explore/hiking



Pandemics, political unrest, economic uncertainties... none of these things are new under 
the sun.  That is the bad news. BUT NOW THE GOOD NEWS! 

God's care for His people, God's ability to get us through tough times and to bless us 
in the process... none of these things are new under the sun." God continues to 
function as God and to help us through the ups and downs of life.  Ask anyone who 
attends the Gilsum Church; they have experienced it.  And you can too! Need an example 
of God's care and direction? Because of the pandemic, the only safe option for the community candlelight Christmas
Eve service was to hold the service outdoors. What did God provide? Battery operated candles for all, 46 degree
weather and no wind or rain!!! It was wonderful. Praise God for always caring for His worshipping people! 

Join us for life changing worship Sunday mornings at 10:00 am. Social distancing guidelines are in effect to keep you
safe. Our food pantry is open Saturdays from 10:00 - 12:00 noon. Thanks to all who have supported the Food Bank and
the ministry of the Church. Our Easter Sunday worship service is set for 10:00 am on April 4th.  Inside or outdoor
worship?  We do not know as of now, we will let God decide....

Under grace, 
Pastor Jim Berry and the members of the Gilsum Congregational Church

Each one of you who has contributed in any way to the Gilsum Food Bank has definitely made a difference in the lives
of our neighbors struggling with food insecurity. Since March of 2020 thousands of food and toiletry items have been
donated along with more than $2000 in cash and checks used to purchase additional items as needed. In addition to
the generous individual donations, the Food Bank has received support from Gilsum Congregational Church, Gilsum
Historical Society, Gilsum Library Trustees, Gilsum Recreation Committee, and WS Badger Company. 

What began as three tables of non-perishable food items has grown to a dozen tables with well over 100 different
items. Every Saturday from 10 a.m. to noon, a small group of volunteers greets and assists customers at the Food
Pantry located in the basement of the Gilsum Congregational Church. Over the summer, local gardeners brought fresh
produce to share. When school began in September, the Food Bank provided backpacks filled with school supplies,
hand sewn masks and snacks to students at the Gilsum Steam Academy who requested them. 

During Thanksgiving and Christmas, food boxes filled with turkeys, hams, and a large assortment of side dish and
dessert ingredients were distributed. In December two bags of warm hats, mittens, and gloves were donated by a
resident whose employer sponsored a Hat and Mitten Drive. There are still many hats, mittens, and gloves in all sizes
and colors available at the Church for anyone who wants them. 

The Food Bank will continue to accept donations of food in the plastic bin outside the side door of the Church or in
person on Saturday mornings as well as cash, checks, and/or grocery store gift cards in person or by mail to Gilsum
Food Bank c/o Gilsum Congregational Church, P.O. Box 86, Gilsum NH 03448. If you need to contact the Food Bank,
call 603-357-2245 and leave a message. One of the volunteers will call you back. 
 
“I am only one. But still, I am one. I cannot do everything, but still I can do something. And because I cannot do
everything, I will not refuse to do the something that I can do.” 

-Edward Everett Hale, American author, historian, and Unitarian minister

Gilsum Food Bank

Gilsum Congregational Church News
"What has been will be again, what has been done will be done again; there is nothing new
under the sun." - God in Ecclesiastes 1:9

YES - You have made a difference!



Gilsum
The inhabitants of the Town of Gilsum in the County of Cheshire in the state of New Hampshire qualified to vote in Town affairs are
hereby notified that the Annual Town Meeting will be held as follows:

Date: March 9, 2021 and March 10, 2021
Time: March 9, 2021 1-7:00PM       March 10, 2021 7:00PM

Location: Gilsum Community Center, 640 Route 10, Gilsum, NH 03448
Details: Election of Officers March 9, 2021 - Town Meeting March 10, 2021

 
GOVERNING BODY CERTIFICATION

We certify and attest that on or before February 22, 2021, a true and attested copy of this document was posted at the place of meeting and at the
Town Office and Post Office and that an original was delivered to The Town Clerk.

Article 01 - Broadband 20 Year Bond

   
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of eight hundred and sixty-three
thousand three hundred and seventy-six Dollars ($863,376) for the purpose of furnishing, constructing and
installing facilities and equipment to make available throughout the Town of Gilsum a 1Gigabit “Fiber to the
Premises”, Fiber Optic Broadband Network by [Consolidated Communications Enterprise Services, Inc.
(“Consolidated”)]; with five hundred and sixty-seven thousand one hundred and twenty five Dollars
($567,125) of such sum to be raised through the issuance of bonds or notes under and in compliance with
the Municipal Finance Act, RSA 33:1 et seq., as amended; and two hundred and ninety six thousand two
hundred and fifty one Dollars ($296,251) of such sum as a donation from Consolidated; to authorize the
Board of Selectmen to apply for, obtain and accept federal, state or other aid, gifts and donations, if any,
which may be available for said project and to comply with all laws applicable to said project; to authorize
the Board of Selectmen to issue, negotiate, sell and deliver said bonds and notes and to determine the rate
of interest thereon and the maturity and other terms thereof; and to authorize the Board of Selectmen to
take any other action or to pass any other vote relative thereto. The Select Board recommends this article
the Budget Committees recommendation of this article,Two (2) abstained - Two (2) approved. 3/5 ballot
vote required.

Are You Now Eligible for a COVID-19 Vaccine?
If you don't know if you are currently eligible for a COVID-19 vaccine visit: https://www.vaccines.nh.gov/           
Click on the 'Do I qualify?' button and take the quiz. If you have other COVID-19 questions, visit:
https://www.nh.gov/covid19/   

If you would prefer to talk to a COVID-19 specialist, dial 211.  COVID-specific call takers are available Monday
through Friday, 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. and Saturdays 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 



Article 02 - Operating Budget

To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the budget committees recommended sum of
$616,884.00 for general municipal operations. This article does not include appropriations contained in
special or individual articles addressed separately. The Selectmen and Budget Committee recommend this
appropriation (Majority vote required.)

Article 03 - Defibrillator

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $3,000.00 to be added to the Defibrillator
Capital Reserve Fund previously established. (2004) The Selectmen and the Budget Committee recommend
this appropriation. (Majority vote required).

Article 04 - Fire Department Equipment Replacement Fund

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $5,000.00 to be added to the Fire
Department Equipment Replacement Expendable Trust Fund previously established. (2014) The Selectmen
and Budget Committee recommend this appropriation. (Majority vote required.)

Article 05 - Breathing Apparatus

To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $6,000.00 to be added to the Breathing
Apparatus Replacement Expendable Trust Fund previously established. (2016) The Selectmen and the Budget
Committee recommend this appropriation. (Majority vote required.) 

Article 06 - Emergency Management Fund

To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $2,000.00 to be added to the Emergency
Management Expendable Trust Fund previously established. (2015) The Selectmen and Budget Committee
recommend this appropriation. (Majority vote required.)

Article 07 - Replacement Turn Out Gear

To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $6,000.00 to be added to the Replacement of
Turn Out Gear for the Fire Department Ex Trust Fund previously established (2018). The Selectmen and
Budget Committee Recommend this appropriation. (Majority vote required.)

Article 08 - Fire Department Vehicle Ex Trust

To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $100,000.00 to be added to the Fire
Department Vehicle Ex Trust Fund previously established. (2002) $60,000.00 to come from unassigned fund
balance and $40,000.00 to be raised from taxation.
The Selectmen and Budget Committee Recommend this appropriation.  (Majority vote required.)



Article 09 - Minitors

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $2,000.00 to be added to the Minitors
Expendable Trust Fund previously established. (2009) The Selectmen and Budget Committee recommend
this appropriation. (Majority vote required.)

Article 10 - Legal Fund

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $2,000.00 to be added to the Legal
Expendable Trust Fund previously established. (2004) The Selectmen and the Budget Committee
recommend this appropriation. (Majority vote required.)

Article 11 - Office Equipment Replacement

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $1,000.00 to be added to the Office
Equipment Replacement Expendable Trust Fund previously established. (2012) The Selectmen and Budget
Committee recommend this appropriation. (Majority vote required.)

Article 12 - Revaluation of Town

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $4,560.00 to be added to the Ex. Revaluation
Capital Reserve Fund previously established. (2011)The Selectmen and Budget Committee recommend this
appropriation. (Majority vote required.)

Article 13 - Highway Heavy Equipment

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $20,000.00 to be added to the Highway
Department Heavy Equipment Exp. Capital Reserve Fund previously established. (2016) The Selectmen and
Budget Committee recommend this appropriation. (Majority vote required.)

Article 14 - Highway Truck

To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $20,000.00 to be added to the Highway
Truck Capital Reserve Fund previously established (2009). The Selectmen and Budget Committee
Recommend this appropriation. (Majority vote required.)

Article 15 - Vessel Rock Road Culverts

To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $40,000.00 to be added to the Vessel Rock
Road Culverts Expendable Trust Fund previously established. (2019) The Selectmen and Budget Committee
recommend this appropriation. (Majority vote required.)

Article 16 - Banks Road and Church Street Bridges/Culverts

To see if the town will vote to change the purpose of the existing Banks Road and Church Street Bridges/Culverts
Expendable Capital Reserve Fund (renamed in 2017) to the Church Street and Mack Road Bridges/Culverts Expendable
Capital Reserve Fund. To name the Selectmen as Agents to expend. (2/3 vote required). The Selectmen and Budget
Committee Recommend this appropriation.



Article 17 - Library and Town Office

To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $3,000.00 for the purpose of adding security
to the Town Clerk/Tax Collector's Office and authorize the withdrawal of $3,000.00 from the Library &
Town Office Expansion/Renovation Capital Reserve Fund created for that purpose. (Established 2000) The
Selectmen recommend; Budget Committee does not recommend this appropriation. (Majority vote required)

Article 18 - By Petition Sponsoring Certain Benefits

Shall the town vote to sponsor health insurance benefits. 31:9-a Sponsoring Certain Benefits. – A town may
at any legal meeting vote to sponsor a group life, accident, medical, surgical and hospitalization insurance
benefit or any combination of such benefits for regular employees of the town and their dependents under
which plan said employees agree to pay the premiums. In such case the town treasurer is authorized to
withhold from the compensation of such employees who agree to such plan the amount of the premiums
and pay over the same to the company furnishing such benefits. Source. 1963, 90:3, eff. July 23, 1963.

Article 19 - By Petition Compensation of Collectors

Shall the town vote to determine the compensation and benefits of elected Tax Collector. NH RSA 41:33
Compensation of Collectors. – Each town, at the annual meeting, may determine the rate or amount of
compensation to be allowed.

Article 20 - By Petition NH RSA 41:25 Town Clerk Compensation

Shall the town vote to determine the compensation and benefits of elected Town Clerk. NH RSA 41:25 each
town, at the annual town meeting, may determine the rate and amount of compensation, in lieu of statutory
fees, in combination with a portion of statutory fees or just statutory fees, to be allowed to the town clerk
for his or her services.

Article 21 - By Petition Compensation; Statements

Shall the town vote to determine the compensation and benefits of elected Road Agent. 231:66
Compensation; Statements. – The compensation of such agents shall be fixed by the town and they shall
render to the selectmen weekly statements of their expenditures, and shall receive money from the
treasurer only on the order of the selectmen.

Article 22 - By Petition Compensation & Benefits of Administrat[ive Assistant]

Shall the town vote to determine the compensation and benefits of appointed Administrative Assistant.

Article 23 - By Petition Sale of Tax Deeded Properties

Shall the town vote to require the Selectmen to sell within twelve (12) months tax deeded properties upon
recommendation by the Gilsum Conservation Commission and the Gilsum Planning Board as required by
enacting of NH RSA 41:14-a, which was Article 17 of the March 9, 2016 Town Meeting that was passed. Notice
of Sale NH RSA 80:21 and Conduct of Sale NH RSA 80:24 shall be followed.



Sample Ballot


