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Every year, the Gilsum Public Library asks Gilsum residents to vote for a Citizen of
the Year. Unfortunately, last year's winner was unable to be honored due to
COVID. So, at the Gilsum Community Dinner on August 28th, both the 2020 and
2021 winners of the Citizen of the Year award were celebrated! 

2020 Gilsum Citizen of the Year - Joyce Handy
Joyce has been involved with many groups and committees over the years. She is
always available for anyone who calls for help. Not seeking any recognition, Joyce
works quietly to improve the town, whether it be picking up trash on her daily
walks, or tending to her beautiful yard as well as others around town like the
historical society, church, and library to name a few. Joyce deserves this
recognition as she is Gilsum's quiet angel around town! It is with the sincerest joy
and appreciation that Joyce Handy is announced as Gilsum’s 2020 Citizen of the
Year!

Gilsum Citizen of the Year Award

2021 Gilsum Citizen of the Year - Martha Tenney
Martha is a longtime resident of Gilsum and has been involved with many town committees and activities. She has
given countless hours and love to our small town. Someone said that she has never met a stranger, everyone is a
friend. She is kind, energetic, has a wonderful sense of humor and a twinkle in her eye! Some might even call it
"devilish." Martha is a wonderful friend to many and always sharing her positive outlook on life. Another person
reminded us that anyone who has ever voted in town has been greeted by this smiling ballot clerk who it seems to
have held that job for over 100 years. Although she claims not to eat them, Martha is also a master pie maker. It is an
honor and a pleasure to announce the 2021 Gilsum Citizen of the Year recipient, Martha Tenney!



Gilsum Community Dinner Photos
On August 28th, people gathered for the Gilsum Community Dinner held on the Church lawn. Not only were the
Gilsum Citizens of the Year honored, everyone had a great time and enjoyed great food, great music, and loads
of pie! Here are some photos from the event.



When: Friday, September 24th from 6-9 p.m.
Where: Seven Generations Farm, 110 Alstead Hill Rd, Gilsum NH 03448
Details: There will be plenty of s’mores supplies! Feel free to bring your own camp chair to sit in. This will be a
laid back event just to hang out and get to know people!
RSVP: Want to hang out with a great group of people? Text your RSVP to 603-339-6439 or email
damaris.gibaldi@gmail.com

Campfire and S'mores Get-Together

When Bill Johnson first joined the Gilsum Fire Department 70 years ago, the
Department had just one truck - a 1925 Dodge pumper/tanker - which was
stored in a building behind the Town Hall on Main Street (now the Historical
Society) which was shared with the Highway Department. “The plow truck
sat right beside the fire truck,” he said. 

“When there was a fire they would call us on the phone and we would call
the volunteers using a siren located above the Town Library (which is now
the Post Office) and everyone would gather at the station,” Bill recalled.
Today he’s the Fire Chief, a position he’s held since 1998 after the passing of
George Navish. 

Being on the Fire Department is very different today than it was then, Bill
said. Back then they had one fire truck and very little other equipment. “We
have more volunteers today and there are a lot more rules and regulations
and equipment required.” Of all of the fires over the years, none stands out
in his memory, he said, “but there have been a lot of brush fires.”

Gilsum Fire Chief Bill Johnson Celebrates
70 Years with Gilsum Fire Department

Are you a new Gilsum resident, under 40, or really any age and just want to hang with
other people in Gilsum? Come get to know your neighbors over a campfire and
s’mores at the first ever Gilsum Grasshoppers get-together! This group is family-
friendly! The Gilsum Grasshoppers are a new group formed by the Gilsum Recreation
Committee, with the goal of welcoming new Gilsum residents to town and fostering
community among young professionals in the area through fun gatherings and
events. Stay tuned for upcoming events and activities which will be posted on the
Gilsum Community Facebook page and the Gilsum.org website. If you would like to
be added to the email list to be notified of upcoming events, or if you would like to
get involved as a volunteer, email damaris.gibaldi@gmail.com

mailto:damaris.gibaldi@gmail.com
http://gilsum.org/
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Young at Heart Club to
Resume Regular
Meetings

Town of Gilsum to
Receive $84,170 From
the Federal ARPA

If all goes as planned, Gilsum’s Young at Heart Club will
begin meeting regularly starting in September. The
club typically meets the first Monday of each month
for a potluck lunch. The September meeting will focus
on food, conversation, and planning the year’s
calendar. For more information contact Joyce Handy at
(603) 352-7586. All are welcome.

Quilting Club Resumes
Interested in quilting? Are you home at 1:00 PM on
Mondays? If so come join the Quilting Club at the
Gilsum Congregational Church. New members are
welcome to visit and see the quilter’s new project.
Currently they have their 2020 quilt and another to
raffle in June 2022.We hope you weren’t holding your breath - but we’re

still waiting to Celebrate the 5th Anniversary of Bingo
with you. Pencil it in for Saturday, October 23rd at
6pm at the Church, the bingo snack bar will open at
5:45. Join us for a fun evening of good company and
great prizes. For all Gilsum residents 18 & over and a
guest. All materials provided – FREE! Fingers crossed
we will see you there.
*Please check gilsum.org for Bingo updates, the Rec Committee
reserves the right to cancel in the event of rising COVID cases

Gilsum Fire and Rescue
The National Fire Prevention Association recommends
testing your smoke alarms every six months. In some
households they are tested every time someone cooks!
The batteries in smoke alarms should be replaced
annually. In homes with working smoke alarms, the risk
of dying is cut in half. Smoke alarms do not last forever.
If your alarms are 10 years old or older, replace them
with new alarms. Many of the sensors in smoke alarms
wear out over time and become less dependable. If you
are replacing old alarms, check for new ones with 10
year batteries. You will not need to replace a battery for
the life of the alarm. 

In local Fire Department news, we want to congratulate
Dan Hackler as a new EMT. Dan recently passed his
national exam, and is in the licensing process with the
state of NH. 

More congratulations, Chief Bill Johnson celebrated 70
years of service with the Gilsum Fire Department! We
also want to recognize Bill's wife Patty Johnson, who
has supported this effort for most of those years.

On September 27th at 7 p.m. at the Gilsum Library, the
Gilsum Board of Selectmen will hold a public hearing to
discuss the acceptance of unanticipated revenue from
the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) totaling $84,170.
The money may be used for parks, playgrounds,
broadband, and possibly for cleanup of the old town
landfill. The town will receive half of the money
immediately and the other half within 12 months, said
Selectboard member Vicki Ayer.

Serve on the Board!
Want to get involved? The Gilsum Planning Board is in
need of volunteers to serve. You do not need to have
experience just a willingness to learn.  Meetings are the
1st Tuesday of the month. 

Halloween in Gilsum
Who's ready for some trick-or-
treating? Halloween this year
takes place on Sunday, October
31st. All are welcome hand out
candy and/or treats outside on
the Church lawn from 5-7 p.m.
for trick-or-treaters! 

http://gilsum.org/


The Gilsum Broadband Project with Consolidated
Communications is on track for roll out starting in
January. The project had to be delayed until the town
could complete an audit, which is required for
bonding, but the town is now set to apply for bonding
and will qualify for the state’s bond action in January.
The project infrastructure construction will begin
shortly thereafter, with invitations to sign up
following. CCI will bring fiber to every home and
business in Gilsum that wants it with no installation
fee and prices starting at $46/month for 50 Mbps,
$71/mo. For 250 Mbps and $81/mo. For 1 Gbps
Internet. 

All are invited to come enjoy the sight of the 2021
Gilsum Holiday Tree Lighting on December 4th from
4-5 p.m.. Join your friends and neighbors at the Frog
Pond for some hot chocolate, treats, and a special
appearance from Santa Claus. The tree lighting will
occur at 4:30. If you are able, please bring a non-
perishable food item or unopened toiletry item to be
shared with those in need among our community. Stay
tuned for more details!

Community Volunteer Transportation Company
(CVTC) has hired Renee Sangermano of Jaffrey to
serve as Advancement Assistant. Her responsibilities
include building up the volunteer driver base in the 34
towns served by CVTC in the Monadnock Region, with
a focus on those towns most in need of
representation. She will also coordinate marketing and
communication activities to CVTC’s volunteers,
community partners, donors, and friends. CVTC
provides no-fee transportation. Rides to non-
emergency medical and social service appointments,
grocery shopping and other basic needs are provided
by Volunteer Drivers. CVTC provides accessible rides
for people whose mobility is dependent on a
wheelchair. Call 1-877-428-2882 for more information
on getting a ride or giving a ride. Visit www.cvtc-
nh.org and like them on Facebook.

Community Volunteer
Transportation
Company Welcomes
New Staff

Ladies Aid Christmas
Sale - Save the Date!
The ANNUAL HOLIDAY FAIR, sponsored by 
the Gilsum Ladies Aid, will be held from 
10 a.m.-2 p.m. on Saturday November 20th, 
the weekend prior to Thanksgiving. Last 
year, due to the pandemic, the event was 
held outside, on the Gilsum Public Library lawn under
tents, in conjunction with the Gilsum Public Library’s
Book Sale and the Gilsum Historical Society’s Bake Sale.
Depending on weather and the status of COVID-19, our
plan is to do a modification of the sale this year. We are
combining our sale with the Gilsum Public Library book
sale and the Historical Society’s bake sale, and will have
a tent at the Library offering our traditional “specialty”
donuts, assorted holiday pies and breads as well as
soups and sandwiches packaged for takeout. 

The rest of the sale includes assorted baked goods,
craft items, berry bowls, and other holiday gift items
will be on sale in the Gilsum Church basement. Also, a
small café area likely will be set up for coffee, tea,
donuts as well as soup and sandwiches. This is all
subject to change as we continue to adapt and adjust to
health concerns. For further information or questions
regarding this event, feel free to leave a message on the
answering machine at the Gilsum Congregational
Church at 603-352-2245.

Gilsum Broadband
Project on Track for
January Rollout

Gilsum Tree Lighting

Town Assessor Has
Office Hours
Avitar Associates of New England, the town's property
assessor, has one day a month of open office hours for
Gilsum residents with questions at the town office.
This is in addition to their regular duties in Gilsum.
Please check the Events Page at the town website for
details. Go to: www.gilsum-nh.gov 

http://www.cvtc-nh.org/
http://www.gilsum-nh.gov/


September: The Exiles by Christina Baker Kline
October: The Haunting of Hill House by Shirley Jackson

Current Library Hours:
Tuesdays 2:30-6

Wednesdays 10:30-12:30
Thursdays 5-7
Saturdays 10-2

Or by appointment: 603-352-4826
gilsumlibrary@comcast.net 

The Gilsum Public Library is pleased to announce that we are the recipient of a grant through the federal American Rescue
Plan Act (ARPA), made possible by the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) and the New Hampshire State
Library (NHSL). In addition to supporting this year's Summer Reading Program the grant allowed us to start a ‘library of
things’ – including a telescope, more field guides and hiking books for our collection, and a 3D printer for programming and
in-house use.

With help from Bob Taylor of the Keene Amateur Astronomers Club the library's new Orion StarBlast reflector telescope is
ready for lending. We've also added two sets of binoculars. Library card holders in good standing may check out either for a
week at a time. You can also make an appointment to learn how to use the Library's 3-D printer. Once you've learned the
basics you can reserve a time to try your own prints!

Scarecrow Making: Join us on Saturday, October 16th from 1-3 to build scarecrows! Stuffing and clothing will be provided
but feel free to bring items to personalize your scarecrow. Refreshments and Halloween themed ‘Take and Make’ kits will
also be available. Hosted by the Historical Society and the Gilsum Public Library. 

Book & Bake Sale: November 20th from 10-4. The Gilsum Library and Historical Society are teaming up to hold another
book and bake sale this fall. Just $5 for a bag of books! Stock up on some cozy reading and tasty treats. While you're there,
visit the Ladies Aid Holiday Fair tent to pick up a pie or some locally made crafts.

Have books to donate? Please drop off donations of clean, gently used books during library hours. Please no textbooks or
medical & diet books more than 5-years old.

Online Materials: There are many books available to read or listen to, along with popular magazines, at
http://nh.lib.overdrive.com. Please contact the library for your access code.

NH State Parks Pass: Thanks to the Gilsum Recreation Committee, the library has a NH State Parks pass available to check
out! The pass is good for day-use parking at most NH State Parks including Mount Monadnock. Call, email, or stop by to
reserve or learn more.

Book Club: Our book club meets at 7 pm on the last Tuesday of the month. They read and discuss fiction and non-fiction
works. Everyone is invited to attend. Copies of the latest book will be available to borrow. 

The Library Board of Trustees meet on the second Wednesday of the month at 6:30 p.m.

Want to stay up-to-date on what’s happening at the library?  Sign up for our new monthly e-newsletter! 

Gilsum Public Library Update

Gilsum STEAM Academy- Full STEAM Ahead!
Full STEAM ahead! We have had a great start to the school year. It has been wonderful to have all of our students back
together in school. We have begun our year with a focus on the engineering and design process. Students have been
learning about what it takes to move from an idea to a final product with our apple picker project. This week we worked on
prototypes for our pickers. It will be exciting to see their final products. -Taylene Givetz, Teaching Principal

mailto:gilsumlibrary@comcast.net
mailto:gilsumlibrary@comcast.net
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Saturday, October 16th at 2:15 p.m.
Rain Date: Sunday, October 17th

Gilsum Treks is a hiking/walking group organized by the Gilsum Recreation
Committee in collaboration with The Sustainability Project. We plan monthly
volunteer-led excursions in Gilsum and the greater Monadnock region. 

We are using the Meetup.com platform to share upcoming hikes. Sign up to join our
group at: https://www.meetup.com/gilsum-treks/. Questions? Email Lenoir at
lenoir.nesaccess@gmail.com.

October Hike to Bear’s Den

Come join us for a visit to Gilsum's famous Bear's Den State Park. We'll spend a couple
of hours in the woods on this moderate 1 1/2 mile hike. You'll see where some of our
town's bears once spent the winter, and there are some great views if you decide to
climb to the top of the cliff. Please RSVP via Meetup or email. Bring good footwear and
dress for the weather. 

The Sustainability Project
This year, The Sustainability Project showcases the amazing clay head sculptures of Susan O’Hara (1935-2015). Her
remarkable body of work deserves widespread recognition and their journey to great visibility is beginning in the
Emerson Brook Forest. The exhibit offers a delightful and informative experience for the public that brings our
attention to creativity as a force of nature.

Friday, September 24th, 6-8 p.m.
Saturday, September 25th, 10 a.m.-12 p.m., 1-3 p.m., and 5-7 p.m.
Sunday, September 26th, 10 a.m. -12 p.m., and 1-3 p.m.

The final Clay Heads tours of the season will take place: 

Each two-hour tour will begin at the Emerson Brook Forest Outdoor
Center and move to Valerie Piedmont’s nearby homestead where
more than 200 sculptures reside year round. Both sites are
wheelchair accessible. Attendance at each tour is limited to 40
participants. Tickets are $18 for adults, children are free, with no
one turned away for lack of funds. Tickets must be purchased in
advance at www.emersonbrookforest.org/events/ or by phone
603-209-7272.

The Sustainability Project, a Gilsum based 501(c)3 nonprofit
organization, promotes a love of nature, environmental stewardship, 

caring communities and ways of living that deepen our understanding of the interconnected web of life. The
organization’s 33-acre Emerson Brook Forest Outdoor Center is located at 57 Emerson Brook Drive, off Route 10 just
before the Marlow town line. Here, a volunteer endeavor has created wheelchair accessible trails and edible forest
gardens for public use and ecosystem benefit. The Center functions as a learning laboratory for permaculture design
and sustainable community practices. Gilsum residents are encouraged to visit the Center and to consider this
beautiful place in nature a resource for their enjoyment.

Check out our website at www.emersonbrookforest.org to learn more about our work, join our emailing list, or find
out about upcoming events.

Gilsum Treks

The Monuments from July's Trek to 
Surry Mountain.

https://www.meetup.com/gilsum-treks/
mailto:lenoir.nesaccess@gmail.com
http://www.emersonbrookforest.org/events/
http://www.emersonbrookforest.org/


The Before & Afterschool Program (BASP) is open to all GSA students. Before School
activities include board games, drawing and other trolley activities as well as some time in
the gym. At Afterschool, snack is provided and homework help is available for all children.
Students will have the chance to get some free time in the gym or outdoors as well as
participate in structured games. We will offer a variety of clubs from 4-5 based on student
interest. For more information or to register please contact the program at
gilsumrecbasp@gmail.com or call Ralph Jernberg 209-0700. 

We are always looking for people with special interests and skills who would like to share
what they do with the students; this could be a special one-time program or something that
runs throughout the school year! These sorts of opportunities enhance our program and
make lasting memories for our students. Donations of games, craft supplies, coloring books,
and snacks (or grocery gift cards) are also greatly appreciated.

Gilsum STEAM
Academy & Community
Center Gets New Sign

Gilsum Rec Before & Afterschool Program

The Gilsum STEAM Academy has erected a new sign,
thanks to former principal Adrienne Noel and the
school’s students. The previous sign was in need of
repair and didn’t have the correct school name on it.
Work began on the project in the fall of 2020 and
concluded with the sign’s installation on September
9th. “It was Adrienne’s vision. She wanted a new sign,
got the students involved and they did it,” said Sarah
Hartmann, administrative assistant. “Kids helped to
design it, and Keene Signworx made the sign.” 
 Donations for the project came from the Monadnock
Regional School District, the Gilsum Public Library, the
Gilsum Recreation Committee, and the students’
activity fund. As for the old sign? It’s now hanging in the
hallway just outside principal Taylene Givetz’s office. 

Badger will be hosting
a tent sale this year on
Saturday, October 9th
from 9 a.m.-12 p.m.
with lots of seconds
and overstock items,
but with a few COVID
related adjustments!
We will only have
outside activity - so no
tours this year. We are 

Badger Tent Sale
Returns - October 9th

requiring everyone, except babies and the very young,
wear a mask. In addition, our sale will be spread out over
the lawn around our garden and create a loop for the
shoppers, ending up with check out under our big tent.
Come and join us!

mailto:gilsumrecbasp@gmail.com


The article below is provided compliments of the Gilsum Historical Society. Historical Society hours are by
appointment, call (603) 352-9653.

Ellis – Griffin - McHoul – Mitchell/Fiderio - 24 Main Street, Gilsum, NH

Antique Car & Engine Show Recap - July 17

Historic Homes in Gilsum: 24 Main Street - 1851

The "Gilsum Antique Car and Engine Show" was held on July 17th at the Gilsum Elementary field, and despite an iffy
weather forecast, the show was a great success. There were over forty cars and engines on display, ranging from
antique autos to muscle cars, large and small trucks and vans, vintage snowmobiles, a snowplow/log skidder, the
Monroe’s AA dragster, the Hull’s antique piston powered engines and antique tractors. It was a great opportunity to
chat with the local enthusiasts, enjoy the cars and engines, the surprisingly good weather, and the best in Gilsum
hotdogs.

John Burroughs, Jr. built a home in this
spot in 1851. There were several owners
who had blacksmith businesses here.
“Nathan Ellis, Jr., bought the place and in
1851 built the house now standing here.”
(GH 226). Samuel W. Dort, a mill owner
(lived here in 1876). One year his sawmill
produced 275,000 feet of lumber (GH 137).

The property was purchased by Jim and
Mildred McHoul in the early 1950s. Jim was
a woodworker and made extensive
renovations to the home at that time,
including a complete kitchen and bath
renovation. An engineer at Kingsbury, Jim
also made the counters and cabinets. Most 

of the house was renovated once again by Rob Mitchell and Jan Fiderio starting in the early 2000s. Rob, Jan and their
daughter Holly, lived in this much-loved home for 23 years.



Halloween Word Scramble
(Word answers on page 11)

Can you draw
a face for this

pumpkin?



ACROSS
2. Maize
4. Fall season
6. Turns bright colors in fall
7. Use this to make a leaf pile
8. Sweet fall drink
9. Frightens birds away
12. Warm clothing
14. Starts back up after summer

DOWN
1. Tiny oak tree
3. Popular fall flavor
5. Burning wood and making
s'mores
10. Where lots of apples grow
11. Gather or reap
13. Snug and warm

Fall Crossword Puzzle

Color Me!

Page 10



Trick or Treat! Can You Connect the Dots?


