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WITH locals and ROCK SWAP regulars, this all you can eat family style meal, is an experience you’ll not want to
miss.  The menu of ham, homemade baked beans, varied potato salads, coleslaw, and rolls is capped off with a
huge assortment of GILSUM's “Famous Home Baked Pies.” Beverages include lemonade, water and coffee.
Friendly servers and kitchen staff are at your beck and call throughout the meal.

TICKETS:  1 for $15 or 2 for $25    $5 each for children 8 and under



These are available SATURDAY from 8am - 3pm at the ROCK SWAP booth on the field or at the Gilsum Church.
LIMITED SEATING, so plan to purchase early. Any remaining tickets will be available at the door. For additional
information or to purchase tickets prior to June 25th, call Barb at 603-352-0455 and leave a message.

*Community members willing to bake beans, make potato salad or bake a pie or 2, please contact Jan, if she
hasn’t called you first, at 603-440-9030. If you are relatively new to town, you may not have made our generous
community list. In advance, we thank you all for your participation in this event. The proceeds are used in future
Community Outreach.

JOIN US AT THE GILSUM CHURCH FOR THE 
ROCK SWAP DINNER

SATURDAY JUNE 25th, 5pm & 6pm







Selectmen’s Report to 5/5/22:
The selectmen are happy to report that Sue Cadmus, a former Tax Collector for our town, has stepped up and
was appointed to fill this position. She hit the ground running, successfully assisted in the audit process
(required by State law), and she has been serving our citizens and we all thank her for this! We also thank Jane
Wing, who fulfilled the position for most of the past year, her thoroughness allowed us to transition
seamlessly, we all owe her a big thank you.

Last month the Fire Department got the final fixed pricing on the new fire truck ordered. Steve Ackerman
presented the details and we approved the request to dedicate the trust funds set aside for this purpose. Bad
news is that it is 14-16 months out. Good news is the price is now fixed, in these inflationary times that is good
news; we, as a Town, had put aside enough money over the years to fund this, almost ½ a million dollar
purchase. These guys spend a lot of time doing planning and the new truck will get us into compliance as far
as having a modern piece of equipment meeting State standards of less than 25 years old.

Olivia Rodriguez, our Selectmen’s Assistant has been learning assessing duties and pulled together all
properties owned by the Town for Planning Board review. Per protocol, these properties have been reviewed
by the Conservation Commission and the Planning Board. These recommendations of which properties to
dispose of will go to the Selectmen for formal review and disposal. More news to come on this matter in the
future.

The Town signed a contract with JP Trucking to replace the Mack Road culvert this summer. They were the
winning bidder and was highly recommended by our engineer, Erin Darrow of Right Angle Engineering. They
supplied a lengthy reference list and we are confident this project will get completed this year. Road Agent
Harlen Maguire purchased the expensive culvert prior to the 10% price increase of April 1, 2022 and saved us
close to $3,000.00 by this early purchase, it will be utilized this summer on the project.

The dump project has started this year, the contractor is Bill Patnode Excavation, the large trees were cut and
old pole pile moved. When weather allows, Patnode will start the maintenance of the cap and get us into
compliance with the former landfill. The secured ARPA funds were dedicated to funding the project and
should not require local funding from our local tax dollars.

Lastly, thanks to Dave Dauphin and Bruce Murphy for installing a separating wall to allow for enhanced
privacy and security of the separate office personnel functions. It is not complete yet, but very favorable
comments from our Town staff has made this a nicer place to work.

Broadband Update
You are always welcome to attend our Monday meetings. We
are working to better the Town and welcome your
participation, there are openings in several of our Boards, it is
not a big time commitment and personally find it enjoyable to
get to know our neighbors or reconnect. Planning,
Conservation, Recreation and ZBA could all us volunteers. 
 These groups make our Town a better place to live. Contact
any of the various Board members to discuss or just sit in on a
meeting. This local system only works if we get participation.

Submitted,

Bart Cushing
Chair

CCI's Fidium Fiber high speed

broadband installation is almost

complete in town! Check for

updates on your address at

http://www.Gilsum-NH.Gov. If

you are wondering, Fidium Fiber

is the fiber broadband division of

CCI.  

http://www.gilsum-nh.gov/


Come enjoy free food and good conversation with your neighbors at Gilsum’s community dinner this August.
This event is free, open to all Gilsum families, and hosted by the Gilsum Recreation Committee, the Gilsum
Library, and the Gilsum Historical Society. 

Attendees will enjoy chicken BBQ, potato salad, coleslaw, baked beans, and lemonade. Dessert will be homemade
pies and a lucky few will win a free pie to take home. There will be music and the Gilsum Citizen of the Year
presentation.

Dinners are limited so reserve your space by July 30. You can RSVP three ways:  (1) Call (603) 352-9653, 
(2) Email Gilsumrocks@gmail.com, or (3) Fill out the form below and drop it off in the Gilsum Historical Society
building’s drop box at 27 Main Street. 

Children are welcome, but remember, misbehaving kids will be given chocolate and a puppy! 




         Yes, I would like to attend

Name

Address

# Adults in family/household attending dinner

# Children in family/household attending dinner

Please drop this form off at the Gilsum Historical Society building’s drop box at 27 Main Street in Gilsum.



You can also call (603) 352-9653, or email Gilsumrocks@gmail.com with your RSVP information.

Community Dinner Reservation Form
Please RSVP by July 30, 2022



When: August 13, 2022

Where: The Gilsum Church Lawn
Time: 4:30 - 5:30pm - Social Hour

5:30 - 7pm - Dinner & Gilsum Citizen of the Year presentation

You (yes you) are invited!
Reservations required by July 30th



When: August 13, 2022

Where: The Gilsum Church Lawn
Time: 4:30 - 5:30pm - Social Hour

5:30 - 7pm - Dinner & Gilsum Citizen of the Year presentation

Gilsum Community Dinner

mailto:Gilsumrocks@gmail.com
mailto:Gilsumrocks@gmail.com




Color Me!



Gilsum Treks
Gilsum Treks is a hiking/walking group organized
by the Gilsum Recreation Committee in
collaboration with The Sustainability Project. We
plan monthly excursions in Gilsum and the greater
Monadnock region. We typically hike on the 3rd
Saturday of the month ~2:30pm. We're always
looking for volunteer hike leaders who would like to
share their favorite local spot.

Our July Trek is planned for Saturday, July 16th at
2:30pm at Pitcher Mountain. We’re hoping to get
some blueberry picking in! Please RSVP through our
meetup group -
https://www.meetup.com/gilsum-treks/ or by
email to lenoir.nesaccess@gmail.com.

Notes From the Town
Office
Town clerk - office hours Tuesday 4-7, Wednesday 9-
noon, 2nd and last Thursday 4-7. There is one
vacancy left to fill, deputy town clerk, if you are
interested and a resident of our town, please see
Betsy Cushing.

BINGO!
We hope you can join us on Saturday, July 23rd for
the return of Gilsum’s Adult Bingo Nights! It’s a
free, fun & relaxed evening full of fabulous prizes.
For all Gilsum residents 18 & over (out-of-town
guests welcome). New to bingo? No worries –
everything is provided, including help as needed.

Bingo starts at 6pm at the Gilsum Congregational
Church. The Church cash snack bar opens at
5:45pm so you can grab a bite to eat before the
game begins. We’ve been waiting a long time to
check the box on our 5th anniversary bingo
celebration & can’t wait to see you there! Keep an
eye out for an October bingo date this fall.

Tax Office News

Go to http://gilsum.nhtaxkiosk.com to see
property tax information.
Tax Collector – Susan Cadmus
Deputy Tax Collector – Vanessa Helgerson
Public tax collector’s office hours are Mondays
from 5 – 7pm
Contact via email – taxcollector@gilsum-nh.gov
Or leave a message with your phone number at
607-357-0320

Susan Cadmus is our new tax collector. You might
remember her from years ago as Susan King. She’s
back and happy to be serving the Town again. 

We now have a “tax kiosk” granting us access to
property tax billing information online.
http://gilsum.nhtaxkiosk.com You no longer have to
wait for a call back or need to come in during the
couple of hours the tax office is open to get answers to
many of your questions. This tool will compute interest
on an amount if its being paid after the due date.

Use the taxcollector@gilsum-nh.gov email as an
effective way to contact Sue or come in on a Monday
night between 5 and 7pm. If you call and leave a
message, please be sure to leave your call back
number.

LOW AND MODERATE INCOME HOMEOWNERS
PROPERTY TAX RELIEF - forms due by June 30th
This 2021 claim must be postmarked no earlier than
May 1, 2022 and no later than June 30, 2022. The Low
and Moderate Homeowners Property Tax Relief Form
(DP-8) is not automatically mailed to prior year
applicants. Go to the Department of Revenue
Administration for DP-8 form
https://www.revenue.nh.gov/forms/low-
moderate.htm

Quilting News
The Gilsum Crazy Quilters have been working hard
on a new quilt to raffle the weekend of the Rock
Swap (June 25 and 26). Tickets can be purchased on
the Rock Swap field and are 1 for $1.00, 3 for $2.00,
7 for $5.00, and 20 for $10.00.

Join the Club!
Interested in quilting? Are you home at 1:00 on
Mondays? If so come join the Quilting Club at the
Gilsum Congregational Church. New members are
welcome to visit and see the quilter’s new project. 

https://www.meetup.com/gilsum-treks/
http://gmail.com/
http://gilsum.nhtaxkiosk.com/
mailto:taxcollector@gilsum-nh.gov
http://gilsum.nhtaxkiosk.com/
mailto:taxcollector@gilsum-nh.gov
https://www.revenue.nh.gov/forms/low-moderate.htm


Reflections on Gilsum’s Conservation Commission
 
          As Chair of the Gilsum Conservation Commission, I had the privilege of working with a variety of
passionate, dedicated, and caring individuals within our town and beyond on projects designed to improve
the health and sustainability of our natural resources. The most-publicized project was the recent acquisition
of the Casagrande property by The Nature Conservancy, which conserved the town’s largest unfragmented
land parcel. Today, residents and visitors can enjoy the woods, the trails, and the wildlife known as the Surry
Mountain Preserve. This project would not have been possible without the tremendous support from Gilsum
and its residents.
           Over the past decade, the Conservation Commission served as a liaison between government and
conservation organizations and our town and its residents. We worked with our road agent, wetland
scientists, and conservation commissions in neighboring towns on issues that included wetlands and streams,
infrastructure (culverts and bridges), land boundaries and protection, erosion, and more. We served as an
educational resource for residents and answered questions for prospective new landowners. We attended
Gilsum Old Home Day to connect with our neighbors and hosted a workshop on invasive species
identification, landscape effects, and management. We have plans to collaborate with other Gilsum
organizations to support and provide educational, recreational, and entertaining activities in town.
           Our continuing work includes: supporting the goals of Gilsum’s Rural Character and Conservation
Plans; locating natural resources and land parcels that should be protected from development; monitoring
invasive species and erosion that threaten natural or sensitive areas, such as forested wetlands and
streambanks; and serving as a resource focused on the environment and landscape of Gilsum. Our goal is to
help our town conserve our unique mountainous and naturally-green landscape for future generations of
plants, animals, and humans. 
           I encourage residents of Gilsum to join the Conservation Commission to increase our diversity, our
perspectives, and our talents. If you have an interest in wildlife habitat, wildflowers, native pollinators, carbon
storage, gardening for flood mitigation, map development, environmental education, river and stream
protection and management, or environmental issues, please join our team. Members of the Conservation
Commission are appointed by the Selectboard and serve three-year terms. 
           As I leave the Commission, I thank the past and current Selectboards for appointing me as a member of
the conservation team. Our diverse perspectives—as landowners, farmers, foresters, gardeners, historians,
hikers, hunters, birdwatchers, and visual artists—represent our diverse community. The Commission’s
members truly love the land called Gilsum and want to preserve it however they can. The residents of Gilsum
have a competent team dedicated to conserving their natural resources:

Acting Chair    Peter Granucci          2023
Secretary         Jack Minich                2024
Members:        James Chapman         2025               (also serves Gilsum Town Park)
                          Ralph Jernberg           2023               (also serves Recreation Commission)
                          Clem Lounder            2024               (also serves as Selectman)
                          Tia Kirkhart                2025

The Conservation Commission meets monthly on Wednesday nights at 
7PM at the Gilsum Public Library and can be reached at 
conservationcommission@gilsum-nh.gov or 
GilsumConservation@gmail.com. 

Respectfully submitted,

Janine Marr

Native
bloodroot,

found in open
woodlands.

Photo by Janine
Marr.
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News from the Gilsum Historical Society
          The Gilsum Historical Society hosts monthly summer meetings on the third Tuesday of each month at the
museum located at 27 Main St, 6:30pm. The amazing collection of photos, quilts and Gilsum memorabilia is
available to see by appointment or stop in when the “OPEN” flag is out. We can be found at our bake sale during
Rock Swap, June 25th & 26th and please consider donating some of your favorite baked goods. Whether you have
lived in town for a long time or have become a recent resident and if you are looking for a fun group of people to
get involved with, consider attending our meetings. You can also follow us on Facebook at “Gilsum Historical
Society” or contact David Dauphin at gilsumhs@gmail.com or 603 352 9653 First year membership is FREE!!!



OLD ASHUELOT HOUSE - 1833

                                                                                Gilsum’s historic Ashuelot House, owned by Bill and Nancy Mitchell has 
                                                                        been restored as a period house. Surviving nearly a century and a half of 
                                                                        alternate use as a mill boarding house, hotel and private residence, it was 
                                                                        designed and built in 1833-34 for use by the employees of a textile mill on the 
                                                                        nearby river. Benjamin Hosmer, Jr., originally paid eighty dollars for the tract 
                                                                        of land.
                                                                                Across the threshold have come not only the traveling public and weary mill 
                                                                        workers seeking repose after tedious hours in the mill, but well-known 
                                                                        personages that include Calvin Coolidge who stopped there in June of 1925 
                                                                        enroute to Keene from Newport during the Harding-Coolidge versus Cox-
                                                                        Roosevelt presidential campaign.
                                                                               After considerable controversy regarding the historic value of the old 
                                                                        building, the town of Gilsum purchased it in 1962. Local American Legion Post 85 
                                                                        had owned the house since 1944 during which time members installed electricity
on the main floor, painted the exterior and replaced sills and ceilings.
          Old features include Christian doors, three-shelved chimney cupboards, random width flooring, old window glass
and hardware, beehive oven, and ceiling hooks. Hand-split laths and hair plaster were visible a few years ago in the old
back hallway. Wall stenciling was discovered under old wallpaper.  
Barns and stables once attached to the rear are gone as are the gasoline pumps from the front yard and porches on the
side and front of the first and second floors. An arched ceiling and four acorn-shaped hanging lights are focal points of
the commodious third floor “meeting room” or old ballroom. At one time three was also a ballroom with a spring floor on
the second floor.
          There was no dwelling on the lot when Ben Hosmer bought it in 1832. A major in the Regiment of Militia, Hosmer
suffered ill health at an early age and died in 1837 when only thirty years old. He had been in business with David Brigham
and Harrison Rowe who remodeled the old clothing mill on the river, anticipating it would bring considerable growth and
wealth to Gilsum. Expectations of the mill owners, however, never materialized.
The former boarding house was offered for sale in the New Hampshire Sentinel in 1846 and was opened two years later as
the Village Hotel by Ezra Webster (1811-1864) who was postmaster for nearly sixteen years, justice of the peace and state
representative. He was in charge when an on-the-spot account of the house was recorded on January 29, 1855, in the
minutes of a Keene Ladies Social Club.
          “We had a sleigh ride,” the secretary wrote, “joined by our husbands and six invited guests. We started at 1 PM from
Keene and after a delightful ride of three hours arrived at the Village Hotel in Gilsum, our place of destination.”
          Albert Hubbard came to Gilsum from Marlborough after his home burned there and bought the hotel in 1870,
leasing it to L. Shaffner of Keene who acted as host. By 1890 Michael C. Sullivan was owner of the “Ashuelot House and
Livery Stable” and it was continued into this century under the ownership of Mrs. Sullivan who let it out to be managed
by M.F. Buckminster. William Townes, Dr. K. D. Webster, Luther Abbott, Henry W. Wakefield, Calvin Bingham, and John
Little were other owners and occupants.
          As one steps into the central hallway, attention is focused on the framed photo that shows an old view of the
Ashuelot House in its days of porches and stables. Also framed is a copy of the photograph showing Calvin and Grace
Coolidge leaving the house after the snack enjoyed there at the time it was the “Gilsum Inn.”
After a doubtful period as to its preservation, the old Ashuelot House remains a village landmark and a noble example of a
basically well-built sturdy hotel of the past century.

-Courtesy Historic Homes of Cheshire County by Marjorie Smith and Gilsum Historical Society

mailto:gilsumhs@gmail.com


                                                  In addition to offering books, magazines, DVDs and an Orion StarBlast reflector  
                                                  telescope for checkout, the library also provides wireless internet, a computer for 
                                                  patron use, photocopying, printing, laminating, and 3-D printing. The library 
                                                  meeting space is available for use by town groups and organizations.  Can’t find 
                                                  what you are looking for? Many books are available to read and listen to at
                                                  http://nh.lib.overdrive.com. Please contact the library for your access code. 
                                                  Prefer a paper copy? Most books are available through interlibrary loan through 
                                                  our state-wide network of libraries.

Book Sale: Our Annual Rock Swap Book Sale is back! Stop by the library after 10 am on June 25th & 26th and fill
a bag of books for just $5. These items have been generously donated by our patrons or withdrawn from our
collection. 

Summer Reading: Join us for this year’s summer reading program - ‘Oceans of Possibilities’ - and dive into the
world of books! Check out stories about the scientists who have explored the ocean depths or the amazing
animals who make their homes there. Enjoy drop-in or take-home crafts, design your own pirate coin and have
it printed on our 3-D printer, and try out our scavenger hunt. Keep an eye on our sign or our Facebook page
for activities throughout the summer!

The Gilsum & Sullivan librarians are planning the return of the reading weigh-off competition. The town who
reads (or listens to) the most books, by weight, in the month of July will win the coveted ice cream sundae dish.
The winning library will also host an ice cream social on Saturday, July 30th at 3pm. Stop by the library to learn
more about all of the library’s summer programming!         

Book Club: Our book club meets at 7 pm on the last Tuesday of the month. They read and discuss novels,
memoirs, and biographies. Everyone is invited to attend. Copies of the latest book will be available to borrow.
           June: Mrs. Lincoln’s Dressmaker by Jennifer Chiaverini

Gilsum Citizen of the Year: Cast your vote for the Citizen of the Year! Additional ballots available from the
Library; leave in the box at the Library/Town Offices lobby or the drop box at the Historical Society. The
deadline for submissions is August 1st. The winner will be announced and honored at the Gilsum Community
Dinner on August 13th.

Want to stay up-to-date on what’s happening at the library? Sign up for our monthly e-newsletter! 

Library Hours:
Tuesdays 2:30-6
Wednesdays 10:30-12:30
Thursdays 5-7
Saturdays 10-2
Or by appointment: 603-352-4826
gilsumlibrary@comcast.net

Gilsum Public Library Update

http://nh.lib.overdrive.com/
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These are exciting times for The Sustainability Project (TSP). Site preparations for a 1200 ft² multipurpose
structure in the Emerson Brook Forest have begun. The completed wheelchair accessible building will enable
the public to experience the museum quality Clay Head sculptures by Susan O’Hara, and the works of local
artists, while supporting TSP’s nature-based programing, retreats, overnight stays, and community
collaborations. We'll have an informative display set up at the Wholesome Foods Breakfast at the Gilsum Rock
Swap and Mineral Show on June 25th and 26th from 8am - 12pm.

Founded in March of 2000, The Sustainability Project, a 501(c)3 nonprofit educational organization, promotes
a love of nature, environmental stewardship, caring communities and ways of living that deepen our
understanding of the interconnected web of life. Our guiding principles embrace diversity, inclusion and
compassion as fundamental to the long-term well-being of our planet and its inhabitants.

Visit www.emersonbrookforest.org for more information.

Volunteers are the lifeblood of The Sustainability Project. Contact Valerie Piedmont at
valerie@emersonbrookforest.org or 603-209-7272 or Lenoir Law at lenoir@emersonbrookforest.org to learn
how you can play a part in creating this emerging community treasure.

The Sustainability Project

Gilsum Rec Before & Afterschool Program 
As the school year draws to a close, we’re celebrating our before & afterschool students’ accomplishments. They
have worked hard this year to improve their math facts and reading, learned new games, and tried new foods.
Throughout the school year they ran laps and tracked their miles on a virtual trip to visit lighthouses. They
logged just over 630 miles and ‘visited’ 25 lighthouses along the coast of Maine, New Hampshire, and a bit of
Massachusetts. Their favorites were lighthouse with a good ghost story!

A big thank you to everyone who made donations of craft supplies, games, and snacks to the program and who
participated in our scrap metal drive. You help make our program possible!

We wish all of our graduating 6th graders the best of luck and look forward to seeing new and returning students
in the fall. The Before & Afterschool Program (BASP) is open to all GSA students. For more information, please
contact the program at gilsumrecbasp@gmail.com or call Ralph Jernberg 603-209-0700.

Photo caption: Meg
Kidd uses
permaculture
concepts to begin an
artistic rendering of
TSP’s building
design.
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Gilsum Steam Academy and Gilsum
Community Garden, A Community Space
Hello from the Gilsum Steam Academy and Gilsum Community Garden. We are in the early stages of planning
and planting our six beds. We wanted to remind all community members that the fenced in garden is
sponsored by the Gilsum Recreation Committee, planted with the students helping and maintained by Heidi
Bukoski. The reason for our sharing this good news, is to inform you that it is meant to be a Gilsum
community space and place to gather. There is a lot of work to get a garden ready and to continually weed
and water throughout the summer months takes regular maintenance. We as a school community are looking
for help to provide the best outcome for the seeds and plants we will be planting. Our hope is that we might
have community members contact us with interest and offer their time to either take a shift to help or
provide time and energy during a work day. More hands make for easier work for everyone. We will have a
sign up board near the garden or you may contact Heidi or Taylene. The harvest of food during your time of
helping would be yours to keep and use. At this point, we will likely plant peas and beans and various summer
and winter squashes (including pumpkins!) We also hope to have a melon plant or two! Lastly, since the 3rd
and 4th graders have studied monarch butterflies, with Miss Allen as their guide, we are hoping to see a few
milkweeds that we planted become a help to the migrating monarchs. So much possibility and excitement,
with such potential for a bountiful harvest! Thank you for offering any help you might be able to provide. 

Sincerely, 

Heidi Bukoski                               Taylene Givetz
heidibukoski@gmail.com            tgivetz@mrsd.org
919-265-4964                               603-352-2226

Gilsum Congregational Church News
Recently the regular attendees were polled about why they attend and what they love most about our church.
Here are some quotes from what they said:

Family/Friends – “I have made friends who have become my family” “The Gilsum Church is my extended
family” “I see people and neighbors, we visit at coffee hour, I enjoy the friendship” 

Support – “(We) help others and are helped when in need” “We come together in both celebration and
sorrow” “The congregation has been with me through the highs and lows in my life”

Faith – “(We) are a small congregation of faithful people” “I come to thank God” “I come to be with God in his
house” “We pray for each other and the world, then acknowledge when prayers are answered”

Music – “We have the best organist around” “Our organist plays beautifully” “I come to listen to wonderful
music and sing favorite hymns”

We hope that more community members will join us for services and events. Sunday services are at 10:00am
followed by coffee, tasty treats and a chance to visit with each other. Our telephone is 603-357-2245.

NOTE: Sunday, June 26th our “Rock Swap Sunday” service will be held in the Gilsum School at 10:00am. 

mailto:heidibukoski@gmail.com
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Get a Ride, or Give a Ride: Everyone Benefits
                                      Right down the road, right now, someone needs a ride to somewhere essential. And
                                      volunteer drivers for Community Volunteer Transportation Company (CVTC) drive    
                                      people where they need to go.

                                      When riders can keep their essential appointments, they stay independent, and can live
                                      at home in peace. Riders can request to be taken to their doctor’s or social service
                                      appointments, pharmacy or grocery shopping; all non-emergency. A five business-days’  
                                      advance notice is all CVTC needs to enter a rider’s trip request in our TripList system.
 And for the rider, it is more than just the free ride. Our drivers are courteous and trustworthy, willing to converse
and engage. Sometimes even new friendships are made.
 
Once our vetted volunteer drivers choose which trips best fit their schedule, they call the rider to verify pick-up
times and, when they return home themselves, they track their total mileage for reimbursement from CVTC.
Drivers select when, and to where, and for how long they are available. By making this difference in a rider’s life,
drivers contribute to the health of the Monadnock Region, one person at a time. Please call CVTC for more
information at 1 (877) 428-2882, ext. 5.

Tom Julius Runs Boston Marathon
Gilsum’s Tom Julius ran the Boston Marathon on April 18th, placing 15,559th in a 
field of 24,834 runners. He finished in 3:50:23 at an average pace of 8:51 per mile, an 
excellent time for his age group. (Tom is 64). “It was definitely a peak experience, 
one of those things you remember your whole life,” he said, adding that he was “run-
ning in a river of people” for the entire race. “There were literally spectators on each 
side of the course for the whole 26 miles. They’re loud and enthusiastic and you 
can’t believe the energy,” he said.

After a year and a half of training, Tom qualified for the 2020 Boston Marathon in 
2019, but had to wait after the 2020 event was canceled due to the pandemic. Then 
in October of 2021 the The Boston Athletic Association (B.A.A) held a smaller version 
of the Marathon, with a much smaller field. “They didn’t take everyone who qualified,” 
he said. This year he finally got his chance at the starting line.

Overall, Tom kept on track with his pace, but he admits those last few miles were tough. “I was feeling really good for
the first 17 miles, but the hills (a series of hills in Newton, from mile 17 to 21, famously referred to as ‘Heartbreak Hill’)
really took it out of me. It was all a blur at that point. Then all of a sudden I was at the finish.” Two weeks later he was
out running again.

Tom finished the course three hours after the elite runners had crossed the finish line. But, he said, “the spectators
stayed out there to cheer all of the runners.” It’s one of the things that makes the Boston Marathon so special, he said.

Training for the marathon is a hobby, Tom said. “It keeps me active as I get older so I stay fit.” But one of the most fun
parts of running is that there’s a strong running community in the area, he said. “I have friends I train with who all
train together for marathons.”

Tom’s finish time in this year’s marathon qualifies him for the 2023 race. But not everyone who qualifies gets to enter
because the B.A.A limits the field to about 30,000 runners. So if 35,000 people qualify, not all are offered an entry bid.

So, will he do it again? “As long as they invite me back I’ll run,” he said.


